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Regional Fisheries Management Organizations

Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOSs) are inter-governmental
organizations dedicated to sustainable management of fishery resources, especially
those fish stocks on the high seas or highly-migratory species, notably tuna. RFMOs
adopt conservation and management measures to protect fishery resources, and to
combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing). RFMOs are
composed of coastal countries and other countries with fishing interests in the area.
Their responsibilities have been outlined in international agreements for establishing
such RFMOs and other relevant international instruments, such as the FAO Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, and the Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December
1982 relating to Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks (UNFSA).

UNFSA provides the legal basis for Taiwan's participation in various RFMOs by
stipulating that: "This Agreement applies mutatis mutandis to other fishing entities
whose vessels fish on the high seas.” Taiwan joined a number of RFMOs as a fishing
entity, including the International Scientific Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species
in the North Pacific Ocean (ISC), the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries
Commission (WCPFC), the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), the
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Extended Commission (EC) for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT),
the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization (SPRFMO), the North
Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC), and the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries
Agreement (SIOFA) .
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