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Notes to the Readers 
1. This is the report of a project, "Investigation of Farm Implements in 

Taiwan" initiated and financed by the Joint Commission on Rural 
Reconstruction (JCRR) in 1952 (JCRR project code number: 
TW-A-235) and carried out during 1952 and 1953. The fleld­
survey was carried out by members of the Department of Agricul­
tural Engineering, National Taiwan University. The local farmers' 
assoCiations, and sugarcane plantations operated by Taiwan Sugar 
Corporation and other interested individuals all contributed much to 
the success of this survey. 

2. All the farm implements mentioned in this report have a history of 
usage of over ten years in Taiwan. However, those recently in­
troduced large and powered farm machineries, being profitably 
employed in agricultural enterprises, are also included herein. 

3. Many farm implements can be used for multiple purposes. In this 
report farm implements are grouped together according to their prin­
cipal usage. For example, local plows are being used to plough 
crop fields, open new ground, make planting furrows, dig sweet 
potatoes, build ridges, etc. Hoes are employed in nearly every farm 
operation, but are classified as land-preparation implement. 

4. The names of farm implements vary with different localities. In 
all cases, the most commonly used name is adopted; it is translated 
into English. 

5. The price, weight, and seasonal usage pi· those farm implements 
investigated differ in different localities. Only their mode is taken 
as representative. 

6. The design and specification of one particular kind of farm imple­
ment might differ with localities, manufactures, or habitual uses of 
individual farmers. Only the most coml]n()n ones are included. 
Blue-prints and photographs are sometimes eh1ployed for purpose 
of clarification. 

7. The length of service life of a farm implement depends largely upon 
the extent of care and maintenance given by its user, as well as 
frequency of use, etc. The efficiency of a farm implement also de­
pends upon the nature of soil cultivated, the type of work done 
and the diligence of: men 01 animal~ used; their value cannot be 
arbitrarily gauged. 

8. Evaluation of a given farm implement, showing its merits and 
demerits, is given in this report. 
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