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SUMMARY 
Over 6')0,000 hectares of nonforest areas of Taiwan are undergoing from severe 

to extremely severe :wil erosion. The total cultivated area increased from about 
858,000 ha. in 1948 to 1,042,800 ha. in 1955. Most of this increase was in the 
cultivation of the uplands. There were 290,000 ha. of upland farming in 1955 using 
lands beyond their physical limitations or capabilities. Whatever soil conservation 
practices have been applied on such land are very inadequate. 

Rapid land use changes were found to be taking place in the postwar years, 
frequently from brush, grassland, hardwood forest to upland farming, bamboo 
groves, or banana, tea, cassava, Citronella plantations; from tidal flats or sand 
beaches to fish ponds, salt flats or some crop field; and from crop field to urban 
or industrial uses. 

In spite of continuing efforts on the part of the government and farmers to 
produce more food for fast growing population, the addition of new paddy fields 
to the old has been negligible. It is hardly enough to compensate the annual 
losses suffered from inundation silting, sand-blowing, dune encroachment and 
other destructive hazards. 

Deterioration of protective cover condition is widespread, particularly in the 
headwater areas of the Island's major watersheds. 

Over 300,000 ha. of grassland scattered all over the Island but mostly in 
mountainous areas, present serious problems of proper land use, fire control, eft'ec­
tive reforestation and aforestation on account of their relative inaccessibility, steep 
slopes and general lack of stock or irrigalion water. In addition to these areas 
there are 20,000 or more hectares of denuded land in the nonforest area plantable 
to trees and over a million hectares in the forest areas having less than 50 cubic 
meters of timber volume per hectare. Most of these lands represent areas that 
need to be quickly planted to trees for protection and economic returns. 

Total forested areas were found to be much less than estimated in past reports. 
Hardwood and bamboo types occupy nearly 80 percent of them. Uf the accessible 
land 62 percent has timber volume less than 50 cubic meters per hectare and 
nearly 80 percent has volume less than 100 cubic meters per hectare. 

Only about 10 percent of t.he 300,000 odd ha. nonforested areas, mostly scattered 
and inaccessible, within the nationally owned land has some limited agricultural 
potentialities. Much remains to be desired ill the development of non-arable 
uses and in the implementation of soil and water conservation in arable uses of 
land on Taiwan. 
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