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Home is Your Habitat; Habitat is Your Home

A circular gathenng space emerges from the ground in a series of green
bamboe vaults. The plan is inspired by the rings of a tree, and the different form
of the vaults are inspired by thinking about growth pattemns in nature. In the
same way that the infinite variety of shapes in a tree emerge from very simple
branching rules, the configuration of vault shapes uses a single geometry - the
parabaolic arch - in a way that could in theory generate endless configurations
We also imagine that the project could continue growing, adding outward
layers

By putting the green bamboo members into bending, and producing
overlapping curved grid-shell form, we will be able to create very ductile and
resilient structures. With seme further testing during our mockup phass, we may
add curving bracing members - tilted arches - effectively tuming each vault into
a cross-vault. These could increase both the strength and the beauty of the vault
structures, as well as provide a phasing opportunity that would minimize cross
bracing during construction

But the project’ s greatest strength comes from the inherent properties of
the green bamboo - a ubig-uitous yet unigue building material that with our
parametric 3d digital modefing will continue to be redefined as a building
material for the future. The porosity of the structure will reduce the windload,
while still providing shading. One further study we will undertake in this regard
is to try different densi-ties of shading - perhaps the inner ring will have a
higher density, or perhaps each vault will have its own. nARCHITECTS'  systemic
appreach to design allows us to flexibly address issues of use, aes—thetics or
budget, while keeping the project intact.

We have designed the project to be very sculptural, and to provide many
experiences, depending from which side one appreaches or which vault cne
is inside. At the same time, the project expresses unity and harmony. These
charactenstics refer in our minds to the diverse people of Wua Lien, and their

shared ecological resource and responsibility. If each of the vaults could in theory symbaolize a house, one could think of our pavilion
a5 a union of houses. Our working project tithe - Home is your habitat, Habitat is Your Home - refers to this idea.

From a functional point of view, our pavilion design will provide shading, and if budget permits, coaling (through the use of fog
nozzles at the interior space). We have imagined that the space could be used either for simple relaxation or gathenings. But it is
also designed as a small theater. The circular ring of decking could be used as seating for spectators watching a performance in the
central void space. Or the ring seating could alternately be used as a circular stage. Our mission was to design a fandmark installation
that can provide a sense of enclosure, shade, and seating. We have designed some of the spaces for children {only children can
pass under sorme of the low heights), but in general the pavilion will combine a while variety of spatial proportions for all ages. Our

approach to the existing site is disphanous and light — the pavilion should sit lightly and comfortably in it environment with minimal
disruption. This bookiet descnibes our current thinking about the project, as well as some process sketches and models
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1968 Born in Stuttgart (Germany)
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1987 - 1994 Studies of Sculpture, Stage Design at
Mational Art University Stuttgart
RS EE A RESNTTE  RERR

2001 - 2002 Teaching at the Sculpture Departrment
at Musashing Art University in Tekyo, Japan
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2002 - 2005 Assistant-Professor for Media Art and
Sculpture at California State University Long Beach in
California/USA
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Since 2008 Teaching at Sculpture Department at
Tama Art University flapan
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Currently lives in lapan and Germany
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