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Foreword 

The tea industry in Taiwan, being one of long standing and an important 

element of foreign trade, has many deep-rooted economical problems of its 

own. Requests received by government and other organizations from the 

tea manufacturers and exporters, and problems pertaining to tea discussed 

in the financial or trade board meetings sponsored by the government often 

include items such as the following: 

. (A) More favorable exchange rate for foreign exchange realized from 

tea export. 

(B) Provision of long-term and low-interest production loan and 

,packing credit to the tea industry. 

(C) Reduction of taxes levied on the tea manufacturers and tea 

exporters. 

(D) Floor prices for tea export and prpblems arising from the evasion 

of surrendering foreign exchange to the government due to low official 

floor prices. 

(E) Desirability of standardization of tea for export. 

While fully aware of the importance and intricate relations of these 

problems to the tea industry, this report places its emphasis on a less 

discussed subject, namely, the improvement of tea plantation management 

as a basic means to reduce the production cost of the :Formosan tea. 

Taipei, Taiwan 

July 1953 

Chiang Monlin 
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Problems of Tea 
Production in Taiwan 

Introduction 

There are 42,500 ha. of tea in Taiwan. 94.7 percent of them are in 

the four nOlthern prefectures: Taipei, Taoyuan, Hsinchu and Miaoli (~fap 

n. Topographi~ally, 80 percent of the tea plantations are on the hillsides, 

only 20 percent are on the level land (Table 1.) (3). The soil on most of 

these hills are strongly acid in reaction, with a pH of less than 5, and 

usually bright red in color (4). These hillside soils, whereon tea thrives, 

are not suitable for growing rice or sugarcane. Not even sweet potatoes 

and peanuts would grow well on them. 

Table 1. Area of Tea in Taiwan ~_J 

Pr efecture 
and 

Mu nicipality 

refecture Taipei P 

Taoyuen 

Hsinchu 

Miaoli P 

Taichun 

Nantou 

Ilan Pre 

Taipei M 

Keelung 

Prefecture 

Prefecture 

refecture 

g Prefecture 

Prefecture 

fecture 

unicipality 

Municipality 

Tota I 

Area of 
tea on 

level 
land 

ha. 

2,371~J 

4,31-8 

1,104 

268 

47 

795 

--
- -
- -

8,903 

Area of Total Area of 
tea tea on area of under hillside tea plucking 

ha. ha. ha. 

13,838-~J 16,209 12,238 

4,178 8,496 7,750 

10,907 12,011 10,620 

3,167 3,435 3,090 

85 132 10;) 

668 1,463 952 

314 314 280 

21 21 10 

324 324 277 

33,502 42,405 35,326 

Plucking area 
as % of 

total area 

% 
75.5 

91.2 

88.4 

90.0 

82.6 

65.1 

89.2 

47.6 

85.5 

83.3 
-

-.L{ Data based on Report on a Survey of Tea Production Capacity of Taiwan . , 
ProvIncial Department of Agriculture and Forestry (PDAF), May, 1952 (JCRR 
Project TW-M-14) 

~I Estimated. 
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	Well prunned tea shrubs, with Lupine grown between tea rows. Note the relatively small amount of land exposure. 
	High degree of missing plants and lack of ground cover heave much land exposed and vunerable to soil erosion. 
	Cultivation and weeding on hillside lossen the surface soil and induce soil erosion. 
	Weeding is necessary for the immediate well being of the tea shrubs. Picture shows a weedy plantation. 
	Weeding and cultivation, however, are friends of erosion. Note in the picture how the root stumps are exposed half a foot above the soil as a result of soil erosion. 
	Over-plucking stunts the growth of the tea shrubs, reduces the yield, and makes plucking a back-breaking inefficient job. 
	Girls plucking tea at comfortable waist-height from prunned surface of well nurished shrubs. 





