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J; 0 R E W'O R D 

Realizing th~ importance of . agricultural statistics in the understanding of 

rural conditions and problems and ih formulating agricultural policies and 
programs,' concerned goVernment agencies in Taiwan has well kept agricultural 
statistics that can readily be traced back to the beginning of this century. 

The rapid 'expansion 'Elf Taiwan's agriculture in recent decades has been due 
partly to the continuous. compilation and analysis of historical and current 

agricultural statistics. 

These statistics have been presented to the public on yearly basis in the 
, form of Taiwan Agricultural Yearbooks published by the Provincial Dep~rtment 
of Agriculture and Forestry and its predecessors. Except a few, editions of 
recent years. these Yearbooks were either in japanese or Chinese. Thei.aim of 

thbpublication is to present in English the basic agricultural statistics of 

Taiwan for the period of 1901-1955 in a single compact bulletin and in a manner 
. in which they may be most easily understood. 

To show the changes from year to year~ the tables of Part I through Part 

IV are charted and the charts are placed next to the corresponding tables for 
easy reference. Distributions of crop and livestock production by prefecture 
and by city are also illustrated in maps that appear in Part V. Together with 

other JCRR reports, it is hoped that this publication will be of some help to 
those who are interested in studying the agricultural production and development 

of Taiwan. 

This bulletin was prepared first under the direction of Mr. Clark C; Milligan, 
formerly jCRR Advisor on Agricultural Reporting, and later of Dr. S. C. Hsieh 
and Mr. Ed,ward H. Chang. Chief and Crop Reporting Specialist respectively of 

Rural Economics Division', JCRR. Special credit for compiling data and translation 
is due Messrs. I. G.Chen and C. S. Chen, Statistical Assistants of the Division. 

f:e~ 
Y. C. Tsui 
Acting Chief 
Runil Economics Division 
jCRR 
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Taiwan Agricultural Stat; sties, 1901-1955 

I. Introduction 

Preparation of this report wa~ under the direction of Mr. Clark C. Milligan, 
former Advisor to the JCRR on agriculture reporting. Messrs. I. G. Chen and 

C. S. Chen, Statistical Assistants iIi the Rural Economics Division, JCRR, were 
responsible for the recording of data from Chinese Sources and mathematical 
computation. After Mr. Milliga.n's~eparture. the materials compiled were 
reviewed by Dr. S. C. Hsieh, Chief, and Mr. Edw~rd H. Chang, Specialist. of 
Rural Economics Division. 

II. Purpose 

This publication is an attempt to fill a need for a concise English translation 
of basic agricultural statistics of Taiwan. The period covered by this report 
and the manner of presentation are intended to facilitate analysis of production 
trends and together with other JCRR reports, it should be ~elpful in studying 
the factors influencing agricultural production in Taiwan. 

III. Presentation of Data 

All statistical data in this book prior t(",1937 ate from "50 Years of Statistical 
Data of Taiwan", published by the Statistical Section of the Office of Taiwan 
Chief Executive, 1946.· Data from 1937-55 are from PDAF Agricultural Yearbooks. 
Caloric values of different crops are quoted in the first part of this report for 
easier references, from the following publications: Food Composition Tables. 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 1953, Composition of 
Foods in Far Eastern Countries. United States Department of. Agriculture • 

. March, 1952. The international metric system of measuremen.t is used to 
express units of area yield and production. 

The book "50 Years of Statistical Data of Taiwan" presents only area and 
production data for crops. Consequently it was necessary to compute crop yields 
for years prior to 1937 by dividing crop production by crop area. 

Data for 1937 and thereafter were secured from and are recorded as shown 
in the Yearbooks with the exception that decimal fractions of 5. or more were 
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added· as integral numbers while those of less than 5 were dropped. Periods 

without statistics are indicated with ND (no data) w.hile years in which no 
planting occurred are indicated as "-". A zero (0) shall be interpreted as less 
than one half of the designated unit. Ten year averages (A VG) were secured 

by totalling the area or production (numbers in the case of livestock) and 

dividing by ten. Average crop yield figures were secured by dividing the total 
production, by the total area. 

The term "Taiwan" in this book includes Formosa, Pescadores and other 

small adjacent islands. Prior to 1950, the province of Taiwan contained 8 

prefectures, or hsien, and 9 cities. Today, it is divided iMo 16 prefectures, or 

hsien, 5 cities and 1 administration: area. Consequently it is difficult to compare 

the crop production statistics by hsien prior to 1950 with those under the present 

administration. For this reason Part V., "Crop and Livestock Production by 
Hsien and City" starts with the year 1950. 

Crops' having areas of less than 10 hectares are grouped except in the case 
of buckwheat which is the only grain, crop having such a small area. To partially 
identify grouped crops, the specific names, when known, are footnoted in the 

Clrder of. area planted. Crops are listed in the order of area planted within 

th~ir respective groups. 
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