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VEGETABLE PRODUCATION IN TAIWAN AND ITS PROBLEMS 
BY 

Chi-Lin LUH, SENIOR SPECIALIST 

PLANT INDUSTRY DIVISION 

, MARCI-I 1967 

INTRODUCTION 

Over population has made the diet of the Asian people preponderant 

in starch food and poor in protective foods. Taiwan is no exception. Th~ 

need for growing more vegetables in Taiwan has become increasingly 

urgent because of the rapid growth of population, the need for improving 

the nutritional intake of the general populace in the form of cheap vege

table protein foods and the necessity of conserving foreign exchange for 

the importation of vega tables (fresh or processed) and vega table see:is. 

The vegetable production in Taiwan is confronted with many problems. 

among which the important ones are (1) a lack of good varieties, espe

cially leafy vegetables adaptable to the local sub - tropical weather, (2) for 

want of a sound vegetable seed production and marketing system, (3) 

technical inability to produce locally seeds of a number of important vege

tables, (4) for lack of a rational vegetable marketing system and (5) the 

limited means of vegetable storage, efficient processing and shipping. 

These and other factors have made the vegetables in Taiwan uneven in 

seasonal supply, prominent in seasonal price fluctuation, wide in difference 

between farm price and retail market price, high in percentage of spoilage 

during peak producing periods and dependent on import for the supply of 

many kinds of vegetable seeds. 

The purpose of this paper is to present a bird's-eye view of the pre

sent condition and achievement of vegetable production made in recent 

yeats as well as a discussion on the problems pending immediate solution. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF 
IMPORTANT VEGETABLE PRODlICTION 
AREAS OF TAIWAN 

I. WAX GOURD 
1. RADISH' 
3. WATER CONVOLVUlUS 
4. CARROT 
5. BAMBOO SHOOT 
o. ASPARAGUS 
1. SQUASH 
8. t.EAF -MUSTARD 
</. CELERY 
10. ORIENTAL PlCKLIIt6 MELON 

". POTATO 
12. MUSHROOM 
13. PEA 
14. CABBAGE 
15. 'PAI-TSAI 
16. Tt>MATO 
17. E4QI'tANT • 
16. CHIU-TSAt 
19. CAULIFLOWfR 
'20. WATERMELON 

2/. GARLIC 
2~WATERCHESTNUT 
23. SHAllOT 
24.8£AN 
25. CUCUMBER 
26. TA~O 
27. PEf'PER 
28.0NI0" 
2'.GIIV6ER 

Picture 1. Geographical Distribution of Important Vegetable Producing 

Areas of Taiwan, China 
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Pictme 2. Most PopulaT Vegeta ble CTOPS of Taiwan 

Cauliflower 

Broccoli 
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Pictme 3. Commercial Ve:~'etable Fields in Taiwan 

AspaTaguB field 

WateTmelon field 
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CaulifloweT field 

Cabbage field 
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Toma to field 

Eggpiant f ield 

- 27 -



l'.
J 

0
0

 

";M
Pl

TI
Pl

E 
CR

OP
PIN

G 
SY

ST
EM

 O
F 

P~
DD

Y 
FIE

LD
S'

 IN
 

TA
IW

AN
, C

HIN
A'

 

~
~
j
:
A
N
 

E
M

L
V

.U
,*

[ 
A!

 
"n
M~
 

1-
r .

..
. \

.I
lU

M
I 

S]
,e

tc
h 

1.
 

\
ll
lH

ip
J

e 
C

(o
pp

iJ
1g

-
S\

·s
te

11
1 

oc
· 
P

(l
cl
d~

' 
f<

ic
ld

s 
in

 
T

8
iv

\(m
. 

C
h

in
a 



~
o
 

26
0 

24
0 

22
0 

20
0 

HA
RV

ES
TE

D 
A
R
E
A
~
 

18
0 

16
0 

l-v
 

c.
::)

 

14
0 

~
-
"
V
E
G
E
T
A
B
L
E
 Pt

<O
Dl

IC
TtO

N 

12
0 

10
0 80
 

~
 P

RO
DU

CT
IO

N 
PE

R 
HE

CT
AR

E 

19
37

 
19

40
 

19
45

 
19

50
 

19
55

 
19

J1
0 

19
65

 
C

ra
ph

 3
. 

C
ha

ng
es

 i
n 

V
eg

et
ab

le
 P

ro
d

u
ct

io
n

 


























	VEGETABLE PROPUCTION IN TAIWAN AND ITS PPOBLEMS 
	CONTENT 
	Introductio
	Pictme 2. Most Popular Vegetable Crops of Taiwan 
	Cauliflower 
	Broccoli 
	Cabbage
	Eggplant
	Tomato
	Onion 
	Pean
	Watermelon 
	Asparagus 

	1. Present Situation of Vegetable Production in Taiwan
	A. Type of vegetable farming 
	1. Home gardening
	2. Market gardening
	3. Vegetable intercropping 
	4. Vegetable forcing

	B. Kind of vegetable crops commercially cultivated 
	C. Seasonal and geographical distribution of vegetable production

	II. Improvement Programs Conducted in the Past 
	A. Onion
	B. Watermelon
	C. Mushroom
	D. Asparagus 
	E. Edible Pea-pods
	Pictme 3. Commercial Vegetable Fields in Taiwan 
	Asparagus field 
	Watermelon field 
	CaulifloweT field 
	Cabbage field 
	Tomato field
	Eggplant field 

	Sketch 1.Multiple Cropping System  of  Paddy Fields in Taiwan China 

	III. Problems of Today .
	A.Inadequate supply of fresh vegetables during summer months 
	B. Production of quality vegetable seeds
	C. Primitive post-harvest handling technique resulted in heavy loss
	D. Increasing demand for salad crop and processed vegetables

	IV. Conclusion 




