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Table 1. Timing of application for controlling key insect pests on
litchi and longan trees in Taiwan
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ELEE /i 5545 X X (e i - )
Ceroplastes rubens
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THE ECOLOGY AND CONTROL OF MAJOR INSECT PESTS
OF LITCHI AND LONGAN TREE FRUITS IN TAIWAN

Jenn-Sheng Hwang

Taiwan Agricultural Chemicals and Toxic Substances Research Institute,
Wufeng, Taichung, 41301, Taiwan, R. O.C.

Fruits of litchi and longan trees are the special agro-products of Taiwan.
The total planted area of litchi and longan tree fruits is estimated to be 21,000
hectares. The annual production of litchi and longan fruits is about 100,000 tons,
and the production value is NT$23 billion. Nearly 54 species of 27 insect families
were recorded to have infested litchi and longan fruits in Taiwan. The majority
of these pests cause little damage or occur only sporadically, but ten or more
insect species are of major economic importance, such as Kerria lacca, Conopomorpha
(Acrocercops) cramerella, Eriophyes litchi, Anoplophora maculata, Zeuzera coffeae, Noto-
lophus australis posticus, Ceroplastes rubens, C. ceriferus, Porthesia taiwana and Clania
preyeri, etc. The paper described the occurring period, damaged habit, life history
and field ecology of the key pests on litchi and longan fruits, and their control
measures were reviewed. So far, the application of chemicals are the most fre-
quently used to control litchi and longan fruits pests. In addition, timing and
co-operation in insecticidal application are very important for increasing control
efficacy. Various cultural or sanitary practices, such as incasing fruits with paper
bags, pruning and burning of serious infected branches and leaves, and removing
the dropped-fruits are occassionally utilized as minor control efforts and offer
possibilities for reducing population of certain pests. Biological control and phe-
romone utilizations are also worthy of developing for managing the fruit-tree
pests.





