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Preliminary Report on some Diseases of Cultured Prawn and their Control Methods*

I-Chiu Liao**, Fu-Rong YAnG**-and Shou-Wan Lou**

Some cases of prawn diseases were observed and recorded recently in prawn farms in
Pingtung area. -(1) “Protozoa Ectocommensal”: A species of protozoa, Epistylis sp., was found
to appear on shell and gill of the diseased prawn. (2) “Ectozoic Algal Growth”: The prawns
were partly or fully covered with alga and became less active, inactive, or even died as. it
became more serious. (3) “Body Cramp”: The diseased prawn was affected by spasm. (4) “Red
Discoloration”: It had the highest death rate. The causes of the last two diseases were still
unknown. The descriptions of diseases and abnormal conditions as well as the proposed control
methods were given in this paper.
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(Contribution A No. 35 from the Tungkang Marine Laboratory).
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(An outline of this article was presented in the meeting of fish pathology in Taipei, April 30, 1976).
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(Tungkang Marine Laboratory, Taiwan Fishcries Research Institute, Pingtung, Taiwan, 916).
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Fig. 1. Microscopic view of Epistylis sp. on the
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Explanation of figures

Fig. 2. Ectozoic algal growth on cultured Penaeus monodon.

Fig. 3. Moulted prawn of P. monodon and its old shell with algal growth.

Fig. 4. Heavy ectozoic algal growth on Macrobrachium rosenbergii.

Fig. 5. Various degrees of flexure in cramped prawn of p. monodon are shown.

Fig. 6. Red discoloration. A series of change in color are shown. below: early stage, second from

below: middle siage, above: post stage, second from above: dead stage.
Fig. 7a. Red discoloration. Prawn in the post stage (above) is in comparison to normal prawn (below).
Fig. 7b. Red discoloration. Prawn in the dead stage (above) is in comparison to normal prawn (below).
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