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Abstract

LO, C. C. 1991. Pesticide Quality Control. Weed Science
Bulletin 12:52 — 66. ’

Pesticide is an agent used to prevent, destroy, repell or
mitigate pest, and its activity and safety usua_ﬂy can be opti-
mized through formulation, because very few pesticide active
ingredients are capable of being used in the field just as they
are. Thus, the quality of formulation is important, and there
are many parameters should be ccnsidered in order to guaran-
tee the best quality. It is therefore need specification to assure
quality. Specifications for pesticides and pesticide formulations
represent a compromise between what the manufacturer can
make, and what the user wants and pays for the product.
Consequently, the manufacturers should prepare an in-house
specification stating the most important quality parameters for
quality assurances. In the early phase, the competition is not
so keen that pesticide manufacturers still can get benefits from
their high quality products. As the number of companies manu-
facturing the pesticides increases so fast that manufacturers are
compelled to reduce the cost for research and development, and
this indicated the quality will also decreased. Thus the need
for official quality control arises not only to insure the prod-
ucts quality be maintained at the high initial level, but also to
prevent imitators from making easy meney through the sale of
inferior quality products. This specification would be better de-
cided by both official government scientist and pesticide indus-
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try in order to get a specification of practical value. This pa-
per will discuss the quality control program used in other
countries, some instances of major pesticides used in Taiwan
will also be discussed. The ultimate purpose of this discussion
1s to insure the quality of domestic pesticide product, and also
to promote the manufacturer’s export ability.
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