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Study and Utilization of Honey bee as Pollination Agent in
Facilitated Culture

Den-Jen Wu, and Hui-Hu Wu

Miaoli District Agricultural Improvement Station. COA

ABSTRACT

A honeybee colony of three frames of adult bees including one frame of young larva and
one of sealed pupae is recommended for pollination in nethouse. Before moving the colony
into the nethouse, it is necessary to exclude the original foraging bees. And the colony can be
moved into the nethouse 2-3 days before begin the pollination to let bees adapt to the
environment. The foraging range inside the nethouse is remarkably smaller as compared with
the range in nature. It generally needs one colony per 10-20 acres and varies with the kind of
crop and cultivation type. The colonies can be evenly arranged within the nethouse based on
the acreage and topography. Since the honeybee live and the foraging space is limited in
nethouse, feed syrup and pollen cake and supply clean water are necessary to supplement the
shortage of natural food that can promise the efficiency of long-term pollination. An invented
small cardboard hive has made it feasible to commercialize the pollination colony. Farmers
can order the colony from beekeeper in advance to lower the pollination cost and promise the
pollination efficiency on crop.

K ey words: honey bee, pollination, facilitated culture.
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