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Cold Storage and Chemical Treatment of Gladiolus,

Carnation and Chrysanthemum Cut Flower

Chao-Chia Huang, Yueh-Chu Liao and Yi-Tien Wang

Horticulture Department Taiwan Agriculture Research Institute

Summary

The Purpose of this study was to investigate the storage life of gladiolus, carnation and chrysan-
themum cut flower. The effect of cultivar, harvest season, storage temperature, package and chemical
pre-storage treatment were also studied.

On the whole, the storage life of these cut flowers varied greatly with varieties, and harvest season.
It was also affected by storage temperature, packaging and chemical treatment. The results were tablized
in the text.

In general. for gladiolus and carnation, storage at 2°C was better than 5°C . Winter produced flow-
er was better than those produced in autumn and spring, Chemical treatment (STS pulsing) was very ef-
fective. In gladiolus, ev. "Novalax” could be stored longer than cv. "Traveler’. In carnation. cv. "Candy”
had a longer storage life than "Desio” or "Manon”. In chrysanthemum PE liner packaging was helpfull in

keeping the leaves in good condition during storage.



