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The Current Status and Promotion Strategy of
Persimmon in Taiwan
Fang-Mei Liu

Agriculture and Food Agency, Council of Agriculture

ABSTRACT

The non-astringent persimmon was introduced from Japan in 1974. It
was grown successfully in Mo-tien-lin area, Taichung county and eventually
became one of the high-economic fruit crop.

The total cultivation acreage reached 2142 hectares in 2002, the major
production area were Taichung, Miaoli and Chiayi county. As the production
technique advanced, the cultivated area was quickly expanded, plus the
import of foreign fruit, resulted the downturn of market price. Before joining
the World Trade Organization, the non-astringent persimmon was regarded as
restricted import fruit, the import tariff was 50%. After joining the WTO, the
fruit import according to the tariff and quota.

The import period is from January to July each year. The tariff within
import quota is 25%, while exceed the import quota is 120%. The first year
import quota for non-astringent persimmon was 576 tons. The quota of 2004
was 1,440 tons. The major import countries are New Zealand, Japan, Korea
and Australia. The average import price is NT$44.4 per kg. The fruit import
from New Zealand and Australia is not coinciae with domestic non-astringent
persimmon production season. But the fruit import from Japan and Korea
with lower production cost is conflict with local fruit production season, thus

forming the competition pressure.
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To reduce the impact of import fruit, Council of Agriculture have taking
the following proposal and strategy: Improve the cultivation practice and
management, enhance fruit quality, establish brand-name, enhance
post-harvest treatment and storage technique, import forecast and monitoring
and stabilize market price. The development of non-astringent persimmon in
the future is to reduce cultivation acreage at middle and high altitude areas,
select elite variety for low-altitude growing, transformation to tourism and
leisure farming, enhance fruit quality, extend multiple marketing channels,
strengthen resource conservation and maintain ecological balance.

Key words: non-astringent persimmon, tariff quota, proposal strategy,

development



