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THE CULTURAL MANAGEMENT AND CROP CYCLING
OF GUAVA (PSIDIUM GUAJAVA L) IN TAIWAN

Min-Syang Chen
Fengshan Tropical Horticultural Experiment Station, TARI

ABSTRACT

The common guava, Psidium guajava L., is a fruit tree native to tropical America and
is now extensively grown in the tropical and sub-tropical areas of Asia. It has been
introduced into- Taiwan for more than 200 years and distributed very widely in the island.
It is popularly cultivated in Taiwan for its plentiful vitamin C content and because of the
good yield even with limited care. The statistics show that the acreage of common guava
has increased gradually year by year and has become a very important tropical economical
fruit tree in Taiwan. There were 5,532 hectares in 1982.

The guava is the most important pomiferous fruit of the Myrtle family. All commercial
cultivars of common guava in Taiwan belong to the genus Psidium. The four common
cultivars are Chung-San-Yen-Pa, Laia-pa, Pei-Pa (White guava) and Jih-Mao-Yeh-Pa.
Year-round fruit production of these cultivars can be regulated by picking growing tips,
pruning young shoots, thinrﬁng flowers and young fruits, and/or other cultural manag-
ement. Furthermore, by means of chemical application to induce flowering and to regulate
fruit setting is another possible way.

The commercial value of the common cultivars is reduced tremendously because of
the numerous tough seeds in the guava fruits. Therefore, the breeding for improved
varieties with fewer seeds or seedless, is desirable. Some feasible breeding methods
have been tested and discussed. The information may also be valuable to other breeders
who are interested in common guava breeding.



