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ECR 3 X 3 (Organic Farming)
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ERERBE (Ecological Farming)
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ZEAY. 35 (Natural Way of Farming)
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Table 1. The consumption of chemical fertilizers and pesticides in Japan ;

Years 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1985/1960
Fertilizers 7,334 8,338 8,634 7,426 7,942 7,144 0.97
Pesticides 23,620 48,264 90,363 204,952 323,875 388,674 16.50

*Metric ton of chemical fertilizers consumed ,and million yen of pesticides saled in the domestic market .
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Table 2. The; amount of pesticides saled in the domestic market of Yapan (unit :million yen )

Years 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1985/1960
Insecticides 13,832 22,361 33,809 74,984 119,554 141,071 10.2
Fungicides 6,969 12,345 18,329 50,523 86,303 94,802 13.6
Insect/fungicides 82 2,242 6,441 16,573 21,573 28,284 3449
Herbicides 1,930 9,127 23,067 58,436 88,774 114,604 59.4
Growth regulators 296 774 1,595 2,377 3,866 5,595 18.9
Others 511 1,415 7,122 2,059 3,805 4,317 8.4
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Organic Agriculture in Japan

, Yasuo Ota
The Asian Vegetable Research and Development Center

Summary

Japan is one of the countries that have started the movement of organic farming in the early
stage. Shigeyoshi Okada was the first man initiated the natural way of farming in 1935. Accord-
ing to his method, no chemical fertilizers, no night soil, no pesticides or other chemical material
could be used in the whole course of crop production, but large amount of natural organic com-
post should be applied to the soils to bring up a healthy soil to produce the strong and healthy
plants, and an ecological balance should also be established to prevent the outbreak of insect
pests. Later an extension association for the natural way of farming was first set up in 1953. It
was later reorganized into an international research center for the natural way of farming in
1985. )

The modern agriculture in Japan still depends highly on the use of very high amount of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides. However the consumers today have very strong demand for
the high quality and diversity of the agricultural products, and the wholesome and pollution-free
of the products is an important consideration. Organic agriculture is highly attractive to the
Japanese people as it can meet the above demands. This encouraged the congressmen to orga-
nize a union of organic agriculture to promote the activities of organic agriculture, including re-
search, extension, and marketing, by policy in 1987. Another organization called" The Coordina-
tion Conference for Ecological Agriculture" has also been organized to intensify the production
and marketing system of organic products through the request of consumers in 1988.



