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Summary

Taiwan’s organic agriculture can only be founded on the basis of sizable importation of or-
ganic resources from outside the system. Although the market for high-quality safe farm produce
has been growing, the high production cost, relative to the traditional chemical farming, is going
to be a significant obstacle to its development in the foreseeable future.

So far as the pure organic agriculture is concerned, Taiwan is expected to have commercial
production, starting in 1990s, with the area reaching around 1,000 ha in 2000 and expanding
much faster thereafter. On the other hand, the chemical/organic intermediate farms will have a
large area exceeding 100,000 ha, but a discrimination between them and the present farms that
already adopt the intermediate principle is not easy.

A multitude of technologies are required in the development of organic agriculture. Starting
in 1988, the -Council of Agriculture is giving technical and financial supports to assess the practi-
cability of organic farming by integrating the non-chemical technique in the long-term field ob-
servation plots. It is necessary also to expand the share of the studies related to deizelopment of
non-chemical methods in the existing research projects for crop management, soil fertility and
plant protection.

Further, it is imperative to establish sound systems of organic food marketing and to pro-
mulgate and execute law for controlling the quality of organic commuodities.



