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The Present and Future Development of Taiwan
Loquat Industry

Chin-Sheng Chang, Jyi-Shyong Chen and Der-Sen Lu

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Taiwan Provincial Government

ABSTRACT

The total acreage of loquat cultivation reached 1359 ha in Taiwan. The main
production areas are located at Taichung, Nantou, Miaoli and Taitung counties.
The major commercial cultivar is "Mogi", which is comprised of 90% of the total
acreage, while "Tanaka" occupied the rest of 10%. Both of the cultivars were
introduced from Japan.

The major problems of loquat industry in Taiwan could be summarized as
follows:”

(1) Limited by the few choice of cultivars and the concentration of harvest
season.

(2) The cultural practices system and standard tree form are not yet
completely established.

(8)The high production cost and shortage of labors.

(4)Improper usage of fertilizers and nutrients results in spoiling the chemical
and physical properties of orchard soil.

(5) There are no suitable system for post-harvesting processing, handling,
packing, transportation and marketing.

In order to enhance the loquat industry in Taiwan, few efforts could be
implemented as follow:

(1)The improvement of production environment of loquat orchard.
(2)Establish proper cultivation technology and cultural practices.
(3)Reduction of production cost.

(4)The studies of off-season production.

(5)Through the selection and breeding to improve the loquat variety.

(6)Improve the post-harvesting management, handling and packing operation.



