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The Nutritional Management of Loquat Orchard
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ABSTRACT

It is an important work for succeceful loquat production to do very good
nutritional management in orchard. The third or forth leaves on fruiting flushs
from top are the sampling leaves for leaf analysis when blooming stage for
nutritional diagnosis of "Mogi" loquat.

Nitrogen played a significant role in vegetative characters as shoot and leaf
growth, but over application decreased flowering and fruit yield. Over phosphate
application rised fruit acidity, lower the sugar/acid ratio and then tasted worse.
Potasium improved fruit size in 3 treatment ranged from 150 to 450 of KO per
tree per year.

According the fertilizing test in Tai-Tung (a county in south-east ernTaiwan,
soil series as Js, soil group as Schist Calcareous Younger Alluvial Soils, the
fertility capability classification or so called FCC as LGh), the appropriate
N-P205-K20 application per tree per year is about 400-180-300g and such
treatment gained the best fruit yield, size and sugar/acid ratio. This conclusion is
then quite different from what of the fertilization recomandation (600-375-450g)
in central Taiwan.

More applicatin of N fertilizer gained higher N content in the third and the
fourth leaves from fruiting flushs when blooming, and that was the same as P
and K. Usually, the N, P, K contents of leaves on non-bearing shoots were higher
then that of leaves on the bearing shoots.

It is the basic work for loquat to do the nutrietional diagnosis that the
experiment data of different fertilizer combinations and the seasonal changes of
leaf minerals, thus it can help us to decide the fertilizing amount of N, P, K in
the future.



