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The History and the Cultural Technique
Development of Grape Industry in Taiwan
Jia-Hsing Lin
Taichung DARES, Council of Agriculture

ABSTRACT

There was no certain record about the origin of the cultivation of grapes
in Taiwan, it might brought by the ancient immigrants from Mainland China,
and a cultivation description on the grapes in 1864 (in Ching Dynasty) was
the earliest historical record. Most of the good quality grape varieties
introduced in the early years could not adapt to the climate of Taiwan, so the
cultivation did not reach an economic scale. In 1953, the planting acreage
started to increase as the result of the extension of wine grape cultivation for
the wine making of Taiwan Tobacco and Wine Monopoly Bureau. The
production area was restricted in Hsinchu county and Miaoli county in the
beginning, and then gradually shifted to Taichung, Chuaghua and Nantou
counties. The cultivation of table grapes in 1940s was in the status of
non-professional cultivation scale, economic scale of cultivation appeared as
many good quality grape varieties introduced by many organizations since
1962.

Before 1968, the grape industry encountered a bottleneck because the
cultural technique did not improve so the yield and income remained low,
consequently the cultivation acreage decreased gradually. In 1969, the
grapevines attacked by two Typhoons in the summer, but the new shoots that
bore flower clusters emerged from the broken ends of the canes. The farmers
simulated the natural phenomenon and tried to produce two crops in a year,

thus the forcing culture of grape in Taiwan was started. Because the growers
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did not acquainted with the growth habit of grapevines and the techniques
were not skilled at that time, thus caused the unsteady problems of the yield
and fruit quality, the cultivation acreage decreased again in the next few
years since 1974. In 1975, the cultural technique and chemical reagent were
successfully developed, the summer pruning was delayed till the harvest of
first crop had finished and pruned at 9-13 node of matured cane. As the
results of these improvements, the present model for production of summer
crop and winter crop was developed. Together with the involvement of the
research organizations in the extension of the management techniques and
development of new types of chemicals, the grape industry advanced greatly.
In recent years, the national income increased and the consumers favor the
high quality and diversified fruit products, and the domestic market is
competed hard with the imported fruits. For the sustained development of the
grape industry in the future, the structure of the production and marketing
should be re-adjusted and the positioning of the domestic grape production
should aim to high quality and commercialization.

Key words : Grapevine, Industry, Culture technique, Development



