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Abstract

This article presents the investigations and collections work of the native
plants in Taiwan, and included native plants history and methods of investigation,
collection, distribution and conservation. Taiwan is well known for its high
biodiversity. As treated by the FLORA OF TAIWAN 11, the native plant comprises
235 families, 1,419 genera, and 4,077 species. These native plants represent
immense germplasm for forestry, agriculture, horticulture, and pharmacological
and biotechnological research. The earliest scientific survey of higher plants of
Taiwan on record was that of Robert Fortune who landed Tamshui, a northern port,
for a one-day field trip in 1854. Thereafter European, American, and especially
Japanese botanists explored the flora of Taiwan and made significant contribution
to our knowledge of the floristics and vegetation of this island. The methods of
gene conservation consist of in situ and ex situ conservation activities. In situ
conservation in Taiwan includes the establishment of nature reserves, national
parks, and protected forests. Ex situ conservation of germplasm includes the
establishment of botanical gardens, seed banks of native plants.

Key words: Germplasm bank, Native plant, Taiwan
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