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The Caracter, Conservation and Perspctive of
Plant Resource in Taiwan

Chen-Meng Kuo

Institute of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, National Taiwan University

Abstract

Most of regions sharing the same latitude of Taiwan are distributed with
desert or semidesert, only Taiwan and very few areas own luxurous forest. The
ecosystems of Taiwan are quite complicate which compose almost all kind of
ecosystems in northern hemisphere. Owing to young geological history, Taiwan
has steepen high mountain rang which strengthen her island character with much
more possiblity for speciation. With the same reason, Taiwan has more smaller
ecological unit, that is why the development of large area is unproper for the
landuse policy in Taiwan. From the landuse of last 3-400 years in Taiwan, actually
the land was naturaly marked by two clear altitude lines. There two lines divid
Taiwan into tree regions. Below 50m is highly developed region. A agriallture
zone is located between 50-500m, and above it is a conservation zone. From the
viewpoint of the everlasting exploitation, conservation is the important keystone
of the economic development in fact. Diversified organisms, ecosystems and
genes, these also mean more business opportunities, the wise use of wild materials
and the operation of the ecotourism may probably good examples.

23



