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Table 1. Physical properties of compost

Fwt e BD Smell  Color Particle size(%)
Composts (kg/ipk) % (wiv) hue Chroma >2mm ~0.6mm ~0.25mm <0.25mm

1 24 29 084 2 G 2 20 35 26 19

2 29 42 069 1 G 2 40 33 23 4

3 26 36 070 3 G 1 - - - -
4 28 37 08 1 B 2 62 25 11 2
5 17 15 023 O B 2 27 43 26 4

6 33 19 061 O YG 1 31 29 26 14

7 29 46 064 O B 3 31 36 28 5

8 20 39 069 0 GB 3 13 26 25 36

9 29 45 052 1 GB 3 13 30 a7 10
10 24 39 049 1 GB 3 11 29 50 10
11 23 24 053 2 G 2 25 36 24 15
12 18 4 070 1 B 2 49 27 17 6
13 23 24 076 2 YG 1 20 28 26 26
14 24 5 046 1 B 2 24 44 32 0
15 24 19 034 1 G 2 14 40 29 17
16 25 57 054 3 B 3 - - - -
17 25 49 055 1 B 3 65 24 9 2
18 29 40 079 1 G 3 33 26 25 11
19 26 50 065 O B 3 24 K%} 30 12
20 27 13 058 0 YG 2 33 33 17 12
21 24 3% 033 1 G 2 42 A 20 4
22 24 2r 076 1 GB 2 3 41 36 20
23 24 18 074 O G 1 19 27 19 35
24 30 46 073 O B 3 58 30 11 1
25 26 61 052 1 B 3 65 31 4 0
26 20 33 032 1 YB 1 36 47 17 1
27 25 5 047 1 B 2 36 42 20 2
28 27 9 045 1 B 2 37 49 13 0
29 19 21 064 3 G 1 100 0 0 0
AVG 25 37 059 1 2 35 33 22 10
CK1 29 64 040 O B 3 30 36 30 4
CK2 22 60 042 O B 3 35 41 23 1
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Table 2. Chemica properties of compost

pH(L5) EC(1:5) OM NH;-N NOs-N N P K Ca Mg
Composts mSicm - % ug/g ugg % % % % %
1 791 763 33 602 3B 224 276 295 908 141
2 6.82 376 45 908 1230 161 065 071 310 058
3 807 474 66 4771 118 258 070 054 065 233
4 848 310 21 291 1186 088 047 151 208 064
5 635 231 7% 98 349 130 123 125 124 073
6 706 220 25 160 1443 08 059 083 751 113
7 716 197 4 38 753 111 123 137 691 130
8 653 118 38 407 83 083 021 040 326 037
9 756 567 70 1207 1007 044 062 048 758 139
10 811 749 67 1193 1275 045 038 044 573 113
11 834 727 77 5444 94 267 156 115 514 123
12 659 579 47 1371 597 184 097 18 510 071
13 794 845 P2 3BOOE 494 198 217 252 636 131
14 832 9.06 72 2164 2236 140 096 419 324 051
15 730 179 56 2204 579 162 132 055 686 052
16 868 574 0 7744 0O 106 027 043 051 011
17 771 436 39 1068 189 159 09 200 18 101
18 732 891 33 1668 1084 144 035 110 1469 058
19 751 105 54 1481 230 159 079 08 367 069
20 897 849 43 582 757 146 351 417 1915 121
21 784 307 69 900 1454 237 174 170 495 071
22 777 098 25 503 16 184 148 103 778 115
23 702 158 2 279 311 08 034 053 108 045
24 809 403 4 268 743 195 246 312 919 129
25 6.05 169 62 321 912 193 054 075 172 028
26 887 216 87 472 530 145 047 08 170 058
27 873 155 66 157 935 183 162 141 646 052
28 930 323 52 806 933 200 153 193 945 0.76
29 726  7.77 75 8636 33 328 151 074 518 037
AVG 771 438 53 1954 744 160 115 143 556 086
CK1 542 034 71 616 925 155 038 092 202 051
CK2 540 033 72 1175 112
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Table 2(cont.). Chemical properties of compost

Fe Mn Cu Zn Cd Cr Ni Pb As
Composts % pom pom Ppm Ppm ppm ppm ppm  ppm
1 102 204 17 211 3 52 18 28 56
2 069 158 43 82 2 874 12 6 95
3 155 3064 192 0 3 82 110 27 72
4 097 285 27 194 2 35 17 12 42
5 041 344 10 125 1 35 13 8 23
6 125 416 B 204 3 50 19 35 93
7 075 352 107 299 1 3 14 13 20
8 146 711 47 429 3 54 17 24 45
9 037 203 s 302 0 4133 8 8 19
10 028 114 53 188 0 2091 5 8 14
1 019 127 42 22 1 1 9 6 15
12 066 416 81 450 1 47 1 15 25
13 080 164 12 120 3 36 15 17 61
14 013 120 9 61 0 13 6 0 8
15 132 388 104 546 3 1 30 27 5
16 0.05 38 26 65 0 1478 2 0 10
17 126 377 46 245 3 34 19 13 36
18 102 488 42 182 2 31 10 16 49
19 092 260 93 236 2 41 20 10 29
20 028 684 108 738 1 15 16 5 12
21 126 1687 245 595 3 32 94 18 31
22 202 511 5% 370 5 80 29 23 67
23 128 287 16 102 3 47 18 3 102
24 094 627 227 678 2 A 24 20 37
25 071 165 40 162 3 61 17 8 26
26 0.14 69 9 36 0 13 8 2 14
27 029 270 236 409 1 13 9 15 39
28 028 401 106 275 1 18 17 15 1
29 0.77 1319 70 146 3 25 57 8 22
AVG 080 491 76 265 2 416 22 15 37
CK1 039 357 186 176 1 30 8 21 17




(
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45~46%
0~99%
90% 5 5 6 14 25 26
90% 2 25 26
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0.6~2.0mm pH 6.05~8.87 EC 1.69~2.31 mS/cm
62~ 87% 1.30~1.93% 0.47~1.23%
0.75~1.25% 1.24~1.72% 0.28~0.73% 321~985ppm
349~912ppm 0.14~0.41% 69~344ppm
9~40ppm 36~162ppm
90%
7
90% 25 90%
1
11 24 116 8 10 1/8 7 21
V4 6 14 12
4 16 24
1/2~1/8

1/4~1/16
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Table 3. Effects of ratio of compost to peatmoss on seedling rate

Composts (Viv) (Viv)
V2 14 18 116 1/32 V2 V4 18 116 132
(%) (%)
1 5 27 71 73 9% 9% 0 0O 31 8 98 100
2 40 58 70 & - - 52 67 9 100 - -
3 0 0O 70 8 8 82 0 0 8 32 98 98
4 10 8 8 67 72 - 9 46 54 98 100 -
5 PV 9 97 % - - 88 88 98B 9% - -
6 93 8 8 86 - - 8% 8 92 100 - -
7 4 97 92 9 - - 79 98 100 100 - -
8 21 30 9% 88 - - 8% 64 88 100 - -
9 4 5 81 77 70 80 4 60 93 9% A9 R
10 0O 8 9% 8 8 & 0O 3 90 88 8 R
11 0 20 62 75 9A 74 0 24 42 73 98 98
12 64 71 76 83 74 - 8 79 8 8 98 -
13 2 2 5 73 62 - 0O 13 58 94 88 -
14 98 95 74 89 - - 83 88 91 98 - -
15 70 74 65 64 - - 38 60 98 88 - -
16 0 0 20 78 58 60 0 0O 41 58 9% 100
17 55 68 8 87 52 - 67 69 77 78 100 -
18 0O 18 49 70 - - 0O 5 7 78 100 -
19 63 55 78 77 - - 69 78 86 9 99 -
20 0 21 43 & - - 0 43 72 68 8 -
21 8 91 81 89 - - 78 8 91 8 8 -
2 60 71 58 87 - - 53 70 80 100 - -
23 8% 7 64 59 - - 84 5 98 100 - -
24 40 60 5 78 9% - 45 80 98 98 98 -
25 % 8 97 9P - - % 93 91 98 - -
26 919 9% 87 72 - - MV 9% 100 99 - -
27 53 8 78 8 80 - 46 9% 98 98 100 -
28 58 74 5 8 62 - 5 8 88 9% R -
29 0 0O 26 58 8 88 0 0 4 32 54 88
AVG 45 59 71 81 77 &0 46 59 77 8 93 95
CK1 9% 97
95 86

CK2




EC 1.10~4.53 mS/cm
0.45~0.70% 0.30~0.48% 0.42~2.10% 1.62~3.76%
0.26~0.56% 80~1382ppm 722~1118ppm
0.07~0.63% 60~208ppm 5~38ppm 31~102ppm

90% 17 2
13 18 20 EC
8.0ms/cm 16 29 NHs-N 7000ppm
18 20 Ca 14% 15 20 Zn 450ppm
16 Cr 1400ppm
()
4
86 7
(CK1) 1 256 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 21 23 25 28 19
87 2 1

2 5 6 7 11 14 25 26 10

1 VU4-ys 2 VYI-U4 5 U1~12
6 Ul~1/2 1 14-Us8 14 1112 25 11 7
3.0~5.0g 2.6~3.8g 3.0~3.7g 2.8~4.0g 2.6~3.8g

34~459 2.4~2.5¢ 1.1~2.4g
7 85%
1 116 5
12 6 11 11 116 14 12 25 11 6
6 EC  0.45~4.53 mS/cm
0.14~1.93% 0.10~0.62% 0.07~2.10%
0.32~7.51% 0.08~1.13% 160~1382ppm
21~1443ppm 0.01~1.25% 8~416ppm 1~75ppm

13~204ppm
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Table 4. Effects of ratios of compost and peat moss on seedling growth

(Viv)

(Viv)

Composts 72 U4 18 2 U4 18 116 U3
860704 (gpl)— 81021 (gp)—

1 ~  ~ 500 472 -~ - 217 303 269 105
2 262 343 380 270 257 089 078 075 - -
3 -« 150 171 -~ - 110 134 153 100
4 170 165 166 136 -~ 107 072 072 069 -
5 200 365 290 19 29 191 074 068 - -
6 232 275 230 200 395 122 08 078 - -
7 09 093 101 08 267 069 068 066 - -
8 - 133 155 120 137 055 064 067 - -
9 285 315 326 226 - - 130 072 057 065
10 22 224 221 -~ - 163 073 067 066
11 - 0% 28 38 - -~ 260 248 146 095
12 330 378 280 274 -~ 177 106 094 072 -
13 ~  — 353 450 - 077 121 140 111 -
14 201 454 336 258 336 210 09 08 - -
15 115 233 223 168 209 139 079 067 - -
16 -~ 100 200 - - 109 141 114 055
17 210 380 340 276 -~ 09 071 064 057 -
18 - - 310 206 - 070 058 055 05 -
19 120 090 104 128 181 073 058 047 - -
20 - 153 456 333 - 040 113 061 068 -
21 266 438 255 224 - 091 060 052 051 -
2 080 098 095 08 229 065 063 064 - -
23 162 191 114 110 19 100 057 060 - -
24 117 147 130 115 - 115 077 073 073 -
25 240 213 162 129 251 063 061 053 - -
2% 172 150 129 096 263 165 065 064 - -
27 033 050 122 137 - 071 064 058 058 -
28 163 200 260 191 -~ 225 078 064 062 -
29 -« .~ 08 - - 09 18 18 212

CK1 181 236

CK2 107 143

11
21 28 5 6
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TabI5e 5. Effects of additives on seedling growth at 21 days after sowing
(cm) (cm) (9/p)) (%)
8.77 5.53 117 2.56 9% 100
8.81 5.62 1.26 261 A 100
8.56 5.28 1.08 244 97 100
8.25 5.26 113 2.37 97 9
4.05 294 0.74 0.95 60 80
435 2.99 0.67 111 89 93
L SD(5%) 1.68 0.99 0.30 0.55 13 17
, 4.65cm, 3.25cm, 0.96, 1.07qg,
100%
6. 11 28
Table 6. Effects of additives on seedling growth at 28 days after sowing
(cm) (cm) (g/pl) (%)
15.97 6.86 2.03 4.47 100 100
16.38 7.48 2.07 4.64 93 100
15.17 6.33 2.01 4.30 100 100
13.01 5.61 1.87 3.88 100 100
14.29 6.82 2.32 3.87 85 A
5.69 451 141 177 95 %
L SD(5%) 3.79 1.66 0.38 112 7 7
, 4.80cm, 3.50cm, 2.14, 1.18qg,
100%
21 28



7. 13 (28 )
Table 7. Effects of sawdusts on seedling growth at 28 days after sowing

(cm) (cm) (g/pl) (%0) (%)
13.5 572 162 2.99 98 97
8.9 4.88 1.33 2.12 9 97
12.6 5.39 1.46 2.81 96 9%
15.5 5.98 1.69 3.23 100 9
LSD(5%) 2.3 0.57 0.21 0.67 7 5
29
(<0.2mm) Richards (21)
Imm
EC
EC
0.45~4.53mS/cm (1,17,18,19)
0.2~1.1mS/cm
(1)

Maher(19) Nelson(20)

Nelson(20) ~ Schmilenski(22)
stll (23)
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A Study on Potting Media Preparation Using
Commercial Compost and Organic Additives

Yuong-how Tsai'

Abstract

Compost contains mineral nutrients and vital microorganisms. A mix of
compost amended with locally-available additives could potentially be used as a
superior seedling media. To evauate the potential of compost mix used for
seedling media, a methodology of preparing effective compost mixes from 29
commercial compost products incorporated with six locally-available additives,
were investigated. The six additives used were coconut husk, nitantai, vermiculite,
sawdust, rice husk, and bagasse. Growing tests were conducted on each of the
prepared compost mix. The test plants used were cucumber and green pepper. If a
compost mix exhibited a 90% healthy growth rate during the growing test, that
particular compost mix is a satisfactory potting media. The results indicated that
1) two to five commercial compost products can be used as potting media without
amendment. Furthermore, seeding growth in these compost products are better
than in the commercia potting media; 2) seven to twenty five compost products
can become effective potting media after they are amended with proper additives;
3) two to seventeen compost products, which have been amended with any one of
six additives, can not be used as an effective potting media; 4) compost mix
amended with either peat moss or coconut shreds, or vermiculite, or sawdust are
most effective, while the compost mixes amended with either rice hull or
bagasse are least effective when used as potting media; 5) the compost mixes
prepared with sawdust or coconut husk exhibit excellent potential as potting
media because the preparation costs are the lowest; and 6) sawdust obtained from
yukiali tree, wax apple tree, and liuan tree are effective additives but shiansu
tree’ s sawdugt is not.

Key words: Compost, Seedling media
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