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Preface

is the 60™ anniversary of Soil
2 O 2 1and Water Conservation
Bureau (SWCB). Since our

establishment under the name of “Mountain Agricultural
Resources Development Bureau, Taiwan Provincial
Agriculture and Forest Office” on April 11, 1961, it,
toiled and moiled, has experienced major disasters, such
as Typhoon Herb and the 1999 Jiji earthquake, and
three organizational reforms. Over the past 60 years, it
has been committed to soil and water conservation to
protect the earth in Taiwan. To show our appreciation
toward advanced workers in soil and water conservation
and our front-line working partners, Soil and Water
Conservation Bureau held a thanksgiving activity for its
60™ anniversary - “Sustainable Happiness for the 60"
Anniversary of Soil and Water Conservation Bureau” at
Family Park in Zhongxing New Village, Nantou City,
and invited 211 retired seniors to attend the thanksgiving
tea party. Meanwhile, a special exhibition—“mido, yéo,
zhong” was held for 5 months throughout Taiwan, to
help people to understand and recognize the evolution of
“soil & water conservation and rural regeneration” as well
as the goals and achievements of SWCB, by combining

markets, promotion activities and site visits.

To showcase the soft power capabilities, SWCB
demonstrated its abilities of teamwork and emergency
response in the promotion of integrated mountain
protection, disaster prevention and ecological
conservation measures. In the case of the emergency
disaster response and monitoring of the slope
at Guanghua Landslide (Taoyuan City-Fuxing
District-T002), SWCB established a disaster response

team in early 2021 due to its obvious and accelerating
displacement. Regulator monitoring was resumed 8
months later, when the stability of Guanghua Landslide
returned to normal level. During the emergency
response period, 243 emergency measures reports were
issued everyday, 368 reports from quick alerting devices
were monitored, 50 aerial photography operations
were conducted and more than 37,000 cell broadcasts,

regional broadcasts, and messages were sent.

While the growth of livelihood economy continues,
the cultural development is catching up at the same
time. SWCB announced that 2021 was the first year
of Green Care promotion for rural communities
services expansion. Green care for rural communities
has been promoted since August 2020. Up to now, 24
demonstration communities have been guided, and
many old people in rural areas have been taken care
of. In 2021, call for proposal was announced. 80 rural
communities were selected from a total of 204 proposals.
The aim was to subsidize green care services for rural
communities from 2022 and provide more substantial
care for local old people in rural areas. In order to
enhance the sense of honor for green care, SWCB
guided rural communities to participate in the selection
of “2021 Top Ten Excellent Models of Green Care in
Taiwan”. Miaoli County Shuiwei Community won 10
awards for green care, while 5 communities in 4 counties

and cities won potential awards for green care.

Soil and water conservation must not be slackened
for a moment. In the past 60 years experience, we

learned new knowledge and techniques from our

international partners. And at the same time, we need
to improve our strategies in soil and water conservation
continuously. For example, after the first year of green care,
we continued the service capacities enhancement for rural
communities. The demonstration stations of farmers' and
fishery associations have been combined, and green care
plans for rural communities have been executed. Meanwhile,
rural regeneration and communication construction have
been done to create a rural green care network. It made the
'people’ can live and work in peace and contentment. We
will develop a “prevention first - disaster management and
response plan for unstable sediment”. It aims to carry out the
risk assessment of unstable sediment in Taiwan’s five basins
in the next five years and to establish a cloud platform for
basin sediment risk decisions. We will setup a technical team
focus at Taiwan's slope disaster prevention. The team will
construct an all-rounded disaster prevention and monitoring

mechanism with the new technology utilization.

Apart from that, the key focuses of SWCB were not delayed
by the pandemic, such as the promotion of rural regeneration
businesses, youth attractions, encouraging investment from
enterprises and local governments and initiations of new
rural development opportunities. On behalf of the Council
of Agriculture, SWCB launched a series of events with
Agriculture Vouchers 2.0. It promoted economic revitalization
plans through the cooperations with Executive Yuan
Quintuple Stimulus Vouchers. It aimed to attract the public
attention on rural issues, experiencing rural life, purchasing
rural commodities, and continuous improvement of multiple
rural business opportunities. Today, as the pandemic ravages
the world, the critical social and economic situation highlights
the importance of international partnership. SWCB continue

the active cooperations with international community,
strengthen technical cooperation and experience exchange
with other countries, improve core business capabilities in
slope disaster prevention and rural regeneration. SWCB
will also actively participate in international organizations to

strengthen substantive international cooperation.

In the post-pandemic era, Soil and Water Conservation
Bureau will organize project presentations through the
achievement sharing and exchanges between government,
industry and universities. The traditional communication
methods will be transformed into “digital learning”, It is
wished the concept of “new era of digital soil and water
conservation in rural areas” can be strengthened. It will
integrate with the international community through the new
outlook of digital learning. Soil and Water Conservation
Bureau uses advanced intelligent technology to show digital
learning and technology communication marketing, so as to
establish a milestone for the next 60 years. It is ambitious to
achieve the goal 'new era of digital soil and water conservation
in rural areas', and establishing happy rural villages with

sustainable soil and water conservation concepts.

$ N

Director-General of Soil and Water Conservation Bureau,
Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan
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