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Preface

Legislative Yuan passed the third reading of the "Organization Act of the Ministry of Agriculture
T h e in May 2023, and it is scheduled to elevate the Council of Agriculture to the "Ministry of
Agriculture(MOA)" on August 1 of the same year, further enhancing the authority and functions of Taiwan's
agricultural policy system. Simultaneously, subordinate agencies are undergoing organizational adjustments,
with the original "Soil and Water Conservation Bureau" restructured as the "Agency of Rural Development and
Soil and Water Conservation(ARDSWC), MOA." Having been established for over a century, the Soil and Water
Conservation Bureau has shouldered important policy tasks such as nationwide slopeland conservation, rural
regeneration, and debris flow disaster prevention for more than sixty years. With the organizational reform
entering a new stage of development, it has opened up broader horizons and embarked on more significant

missions.

During its time as the Soil and Water Conservation Bureau, the focus of work was on soil and water
conservation, disaster prevention and mitigation of debris flows and large-scale landslides, as well as rural
regeneration. Not only did it strive to preserve Taiwan's land, but it also recorded every important moment
of soil and water conservation in Taiwan. After the bureau's elevation and restructuring, the organization
has expanded to six divisions. In addition to the original focus on soil and water conservation, large-scale
landslide, and unstable sediments on slopeland, efforts are intensified to promote disaster preparedness and
monitoring, foster resilient rural villages, and innovate policies through disaster prevention technologies.
Moreover, in response to the needs of rural development, rural tripartite development is planned as the main
axis, integrating rural counseling resources to assist industrial development and leverage the characteristics
of leisure industries, promoting rural revitalization and regeneration. Simultaneously, it aims to establish
rural models, deepen counseling to cultivate rural industries and human resources, and gradually realize
sustainable development of new rural areas characterized by greenness, resilience, culture, and innovation,

which is the ARDSWC's top priority challenge.

Rural development and soil and water conservation are long-term endeavors. In active cooperation to
achieve the Ministry of Agriculture's goal of net zero by 2040, the ARDSWC has formulated a carbon reduction
roadmap. In the future, it will accelerate climate change adaptation through nature-based means, utilizing
corresponding Nature-based Solutions (NbS) and applicable engineering methods to promote carbon

reduction and carbon sinks increasing measures in soil and water conservation projects, thus achieving the



goals of net zero emissions and sustainable development. Under such objectives, the ARDSWC places great
emphasis on the sustainable and harmonious development of engineering and land in all its public works
projects. In 2023, the ARDSWC received numerous awards for its public works, demonstrating the deep-rooted
concern for coordinating public construction with nature and implementing ecological checks and energy-
saving and carbon reduction measures in each project. Over the years, the ARDSWC has consistently adhered
to quality requirements, with many projects winning prestigious awards in the domestic and international
engineering industry. Winning awards not only affirms the quality of our agency's engineering projects,
but also fills each participating colleague with pride, and fosters a sense of honor and mission among all

engineering personnel.

In the future, the ARDSWC will promote rural characteristic tours and products to drive the development
of community industries, bringing new development opportunities to rural areas, achieving the goals
of economic development and social progress, further upgrading rural industries, increasing farmers'
income, and realizing sustainable development in more rural areas. Meanwhile, it will enhance monitoring
and response to national disaster prevention, strengthen slopeland conservation and management, and
maintain the integrity and security of national land resources. The restructuring of the agency is just the
beginning of transformation. There are many challenges ahead on the road to the future. We will maintain
traditional professionalism and innovative thinking, confidently face these challenges, and work together to
focus on sustainable soil and water conservation and happy rural villages, creating a bright future for rural

development and soil and water conservation.

Director General
Agency of Rural Development and Soil and Water Conservation, MOA
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Agency of Rural Development and Soil and Water Conservation, MOA. Annual Report
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