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"As winter goes and spring comes, the flower blossoms to set the stage for another year of bounty harvest."

The core value of the Agriculture and Food Agency (AFA) is to provide safe, reassuring and sufficient agricultural

products to the people in Taiwan. Meanwhile, the AFA strives to secure the income of producers and pursue industrial
transformation and upgrades.

In the future, the AFA will continually promote sustainable agriculture that protects the environment, stays stable and

highly competitive and realizes the value of Lohas, and we look forward to building Taiwan into a brand of excellence in
the global Green Gold landscape.

Sincerely invite you to experience the charm of Taiwan's agri-foods through this handbook.

Jong-1 11U, Director General of the Agriculture and Food Agency; Council of M_‘ J’ 4’{1’/{
Agriculture, Executive Yuan, RO.C. (laiwan)
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About AFA

he Agriculture and Food Agency (AFA) is subordinated to the Council of Agriculture,
TExecutive Yuan. To plan, prepare and execute each of the agri-food policies, the AFA
set up six divisions, which are Planning, Crop Production, Farm Chemicals and Machinery,
Marketing and Processing, Food Industry and Food Warehousing and Transportation,
and five offices, namely the Secretariat, Personnel, Accounting, Statistics and Civil Service
Ethics. The last two divisions are located in the office on the Hangzhou South Road of
the Taipei City, the rest four divisions and five administrative offices are located in the
Zhongxing New Village of the Nantou County.

Furthermore, the AFA has four regional branches, including the Northern, Central,
Southern, Eastern ones and 10 regional offices. The Northern Region Branch governs
Keelung City, Taipei City, New Taipei City, Taoyuan City, Hsinchu County (City), Miaoli
County, Kinmen County and Lienchiang County. The Central Region Branch governs
Taichung City, Changhua County, Nantou County and Yunlin County. The Southern Region
Branch governs Chiayi County (City), Taichung City, Kaohsiung City, Pingtung County and
Penghu County. The Eastern Region Branch governs Yilan County, Hualien County and
Taitung County.
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Taiwan Rice

Shiny, distinct grains with aroma and springy texture

ave a taste of the shiny, mouth-watering and fragrant Taiwan rice! With the farmers' hardwork and the guidance
from experts at Agricultural Research and Extension Stations, Taiwanese rice not only has tasty fragrance but
also diverse flavors, textures and characteristics.

Rice is a major crop in Taiwan, and the rice fields account for about 20%
of the farming land area, mainly located in Taichung City, Changhua County,
Yunlin County, Chiayi County, Tainan City and Hualien County. According
to the rice qualities, rice in Taiwan is divided into three major categories-
japonica, indica and glutinous rice. The japonica rice is also called “Pon-Lai
Rice’, which has short, round and transparent grains with sticky, soft and
springy texture when cooked. The indica rice has long, narrow and also
transparent grains, and it can be further divided into hard indica rice that
has hard, foamy and dried texture and soft indica rice with soft texture.
Generally, hard indica rice is mainly used as the raw material for processed
food. On the other hand, soft indica rice has a texture similar to japonica rice
when cooked and perfect for direct consumption. The glutinous rice has
opaque grains and is especially soft and very sticky when cooked. Glutinous
rice can be divided into two kinds, one is short-grain glutinous rice and the
other is long-grain glutinous rice. The former is suitable for making sweet
rice diets like rice wine and "tangyuan” (glutinous rice dumpling). The latter
is suitable for making savory rice diets like “zongzi" (sticky rice dumpling),
rice cake and steamed glutinous rice. Rice in Taiwan has diverse varieties

which meet different needs and is people's must-have staple food for daily
life.
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Taiwan Fruits

KRR LB #5 Rk

Taiwan—A Globally Renowned
Fruit Kingdom
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Taivvan, known as the kingdom of fruits, owns the
perfect geographical environment and climate,

plus the excellent and cutting-edge agriculture
cultivation techniques, to grow a variety of high-
quality and safe fruits all year round. The production
of Taiwan's fruit trees covers tropical, subtropical and
temperate fruits. There are more than 30 varieties of
fruit cultivated in Taiwan. The places of production
scatter all over the island. In recent years, the area for
the cultivation of fruits reached 180 thousand hectares,
the output reached 2.6 million metric tons, and the
output value reached NTD96 billion.

Mango, banana, lychee, citrus, papaya, pineapple,
grape, guava, custard apple, wax apple, dragon
fruit, pear and persimmon are the fruits selected as
competitive for infiltration into the overseas markets.
Supply chains from production to marketing have
been set up for those export fruits, to stabilize the
export quality and increase the farmers' earnings.



Taiwan Vegetables
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Multifarious Categories with Unique Strength

iwan's warm climate is suitable for the cultivation
-|—:nd production of vegetables, and there are more
than 100 types of vegetables. In recent years, the area
for vegetable cultivation reached nearly 140 thousand
hectares, the output reached 2.8 million metric tons,
and the output value reached NTD75 billion.

Generally, vegetable can be broken down into three
major categories, leaf, root and flowering vegetables.
Each category has its seasonal growth cycle. The
seasonal fresh vegetables mean the ones that are
freshly harvested in the right seasons. For example,
onion, garlic, water bamboo and asparagus are the
vegetables of the spring season. In summer, the
fresh vegetables become bitter melon, eggplant and
bamboo shoot. In autumn, the seasonal vegetables
include carrot, tomato, cucumber and pumpkin. When
it comes to winter, the harvest of vegetables is the
Chinese cabbage, cabbage, cauliflower and taro. It'll
be more beneficial for the body health if select the
seasonal vegetables to eat.

BUARET WA,
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Changhua County, Yunlin County,
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Changhua County,
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Pomelo Tainan City, Hualien County
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Passionfruit Nantou County, Taichung City,
Chiayi County
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Cucumber Pingtung County, Kaohsiung City,
Yunlin County
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Pear Miaoli County, Taichung City
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Hsinchu County, Miaoli County,
Taichung City
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Taichung City, Miaoli County, Pingtung County
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Yunlin County, Changhua County,
Chiayi County
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Taichung City,
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Yunlin County, Tainan City, Chiayi County
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Banana  Pingtung County,

Chiayi County,

Nantou County
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Chiayi County, Taichung City,

Ponkan
Tainan City
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Sweet Pepper EMFE ~ BEHK
Nantou County,

Yunlin County, Chiayi County
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Pingtung County, Kaohsiung City, Pingtung County, Nantou County,
Changhua County Changhua County
! | Bod
11 November S 12:December
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Orange Yunlin County,Tainan City, W2 | Custard Apple Taitung County

Chiayi County
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Pumpkin Yunlin County, Tainan City, Hualien County Wax Apple  Pingtung County, Kaohsiung City,

- - Chiayi Count
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Tomato Chiayi County, Nantou County, Tainan City .‘.&'ﬁBREE FALER ~ MR
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Yunlin County
Carrot  Changhua County, Yunlin " 2 -

County, Tainan City
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Flowers Contending for Beauty in The Floral

Kingdom

iwan is endowed with sufficient sunshine and
—|—:ppropriate climate. Besides, the extraordinary
flower cultivation and the cultivation techniques of
flower varieties help the prosperous development
of Taiwan's floral industry, as well as having a high
reputation internationally.

The cultivation areas of flowers are more than 14,000
hectares and the output value reaches NTD18.2 billion
per year. The main cities and counties of flower planting
include Changhua, Nantou, Taichung, Pingtung, Chiayi
and Tainan, where flowering ornamental plants, foliage
plants, ornamental fruit plants, bedding plants and
nursery plants are cultivated. The crops produced can
be divided into two major categories—potted flowers
and cut flowers. As the technology of cold chain
improves, and the market demand increases, the cut
flowers have become the primary products in Taiwan's
floral market. The cut flowers include Anthurium,
Eustoma, Oncidium, Phalaenopsis, Tropical Orchids,

Chrysanthemums, Lilies and Gladioli, which are popular
in the USA, Europe and Japan, and make Taiwan's

flowers and plants renowned worldwide.
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Taiwan Tea

ith Taiwan's unique natural environment, plus
\/\/the extraordinary tea-making techniques,
each of the tea regions produces its own tea with a
distinctive flavor and local features: the Biluochun Tea,
Baozhong Tea and Tieguanyin Tea in the northern tea
region, the Oriental Beauty Tea in the tea regions of

Taoyuan, Hsinchu and Miaoli, the Dong Ding Oolong

Tea and Sun Moon Lake Black Tea in the central tea
region, the High Mountain Oolong Tea in the southern
tea region and the Red Oolong Tea in the Hualien and

Taitung tea regions.

The AFA cooperates with the Tea Research and
Extension Station to provide guidance on sanitation
and safety to the domestic tea factories and improve

UNITED

ESTATES .
TERPR]SE

Diffusing a Fine Aroma and Implicit Charm

the competitiveness of the tea industry. 56 tea factories
were awarded a four or five-star rating for sanitation
and safety.

In addition, the promotion of “the Bright Spot Tea
Estates Project” is to build the tea industry into a six-
grade industry. 32 bright spot tea estates, each with
its own style and characteristics, have been selected
to convey that Taiwanese tea is not only safe and high
quality, but also full of rich local cultural heritage. More
than that, these tea estates will be promoted through
the collective brand name United Tea Estates Enterprise
(UTEE) to play a role in connecting the world with
Taiwan's tea and strengthen the global recognition and

the competitiveness of Taiwan Tea in the marketplaces.

IWISSR ~ 05025
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Rural Fine Wines and their Warmth and Roundness

our a glass of fine wine and enjoy familiar local

flavors mixed with a rich aroma. In 2003, the
government opened the right to wine-making to non-
governmental wineries. The AFA proactively promotes
the transformation of the agricultural industry
by encouraging the country's wineries to utilize
domestically produced agricultural products and raw
materials to make the rural wine. Meanwhile, the AFA
mentors rural wineries in Taiwan to amplify their local
cultural features, natural surroundings, rural landscape
and architecture styles.

The establishment of the country's winery
successfully attracts the farmers' organizations
located in the production regions of unique raw
materials to join in. Currently, there are 11 certified
rural wineries, with the annual production reaching
190,000 liters and an output value of NTD190 million.
Simultaneously, those quality rural wines have
frequently been awarded in large international wine
competitions. Such impressive accomplishments
have established an exquisite brand image for "The
Wine From Taiwan" an exquisite brand image on the
wine market.

19
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Green Environment Payment Policy, creating a virtuous agri-food cycle

ice is the most important food crop in Taiwan.
RTO ensure farmers'income, stable prices and
balance supply-demand of rice, the authority has been
purchasing rice at guaranteed price as security stock
since 1974. The security stock secures the country’s
food supply and is released to the military and civilians.
It helped the country survive through the global
food crisis during 2007 and 2008 and played a role
in stabilizing food prices and ensuring domestic food
security during the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Along with the diet westernization and diversification
and the habit of eating out, the rice consumption has
decreased; thus the AFA actively adjust the agricultural
industry to ensure domestic food supply.

Utilize agricultural land in a proper and

sustainable fashion

To ensure a stable supply of domestic food
and proper utilization of agricultural land, the AFA
encourages farmers to cultivate crops that can
substitute for imports, have the export potential and
are of local features or to maintain the production
environment on the same field only once every year to
promote agricultural sustainability.

Keep agricultural land under cultivation
In order to maintain the limited environmental

resources for agricultural production in the country,
the "Basic Payment for Agricultural Environment" will
be given to farmers farming and grazing on land in
non-urban specific agricultural areas and general
agricultural areas to maintain the production of
agricultural crops from 2020 onwards, promoting
the maintenance of the farming environment and a
sustainable positive cycle.

21
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Build mechanized agriculture-new model of farm machinery

sharing
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e AFA has offered agricultural machinery subsidies
Ttho alleviate the shortage and aging of rural
labor, improve productivity and lower the threshold
for agricultural mechanization; farmers can share
agricultural machinery to improve utilization, which
helps accelerate the development of mechanized
agriculture and other relevant industries.

Search for agricultural machinery via App

Large agricultural machinery purchased on
subsidies has been listed on the agricultural machinery
service platform; App is also launched for farmers
to search for available agricultural machinery, so as
to avoid repeated purchases of machines for land
preparation, fertilization, pest control, harvest and post-
harvest treatment to reduce farmers' expenditure on
agricultural machinery. Using information technology,
this mechanism successfully matches farmers and
machine owners and promotes agri-machinery
sharing.



HEB)EE A B B 15 (22 & B e

Name-based Purchase of Fertilizer to ensure stable supply and
demand of fertilizers
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proper fertilizer distribution system has been established to ensure the precise supply of fertilizers. The

“name-based purchase of fertilizer” measure has been rolled out. The program recommends fertilizers and
the reasonable amounts to apply per unit area for each crop drawn by the Agricultural Research and Extension
Station. The measure streamlines farmers' purchase of fertilizer, ensures the reasonable amount of fertilizer used
and lowers the cost of fertilization.
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n Strengthen agri-food quality and safety monitoring

0 ensure food safety, the AFA annually makes a spot check of pesticide residues in agri-food such as fruits and
Tvegetables, rice and tea in fields and goods yards, especially high-risk agri-food. To ensure the safety and quality
of crops, the Rapid Screening Mass Spectrometry Technique is also adopted. Additionally, the edible crops grown in
areas with high pollution potential and containing heavy metals that are found uncompliant will be eradicated and
destroyed immediately.

Maintain the safety quality of domesticrice

Consisting of four lines of defense (i.e., field-stage inspection, collection-stage inspection, storage-stage
inspection of public stock and storage-stage inspection of private stock ), the rice production safety management
system is established to regulate the safety of paddy sources; in addition, spot checks of heavy metals in public
stock are continuously implemented to ensure the safety of domestic public stock.

Create a three-level quality control

A three-level quality control system, which encompasses registration, training, safety control and pesticide
inspection, is established for orchards for export and production clusters of fruits, vegetables, miscellaneous grains
and special crops. To ensure compliance with standards for domestic sales and export, farmers, farmers’ groups
and agricultural enterprises cultivate crops in groups or collaboratively and adopt collective quality control,

management and branding.
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Promote Agricultural Industry Strategic Alliances to accelerate industrial
restructuring to enhance competitive advantages

n order to strengthen the industry's autonomy,

the AFA has integrated agricultural production
and marketing groups, agricultural enterprises,
channel operators and farmers' groups to develop
vertical or horizontal industry strategic alliances
and cooperation through production control,
processing mediation, domestic sales channels,
export sales channels, leisure and culture, etc.
are facilitated, in order to expand and stabilize
the marketing of domestic agricultural products
by playing as a team. Thus far, 15 industry
strategic alliances, including that of citrus, orange,
pineapple, banana, sugar apple, pomelo, onion,
bulk vegetable, garlic, peanut, red bean, sweet
potato, soybean, kumpuat and coffee have been
established. Through the operation of the alliance,
we will strengthen the autonomy of the industry,
develop domestic and export market channels
with high-quality agricultural products, encourage
the research and development of innovative
processed products and connect with leisure
and tourism activities to integrate the value chain
of the industry and enhance the competitive
advantages of the agricultural industry.
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a Promote traceable ingredients to improve food safety and
healthfulness

The QR Code is available for tracing domestic agricultural products. Consumers can scan the OR Code to track
producer information and distinguish domestic agricultural products from imports.

Ensure the health of school children with the traceable food safety

In order to take care of the dietary health of elementary and middle school children and to ensure that they can
eat high-quality and safe domestic agricultural products and to make the whole country's parents feel more at ease
and reassured, under the "Five-point Food Safety" policy, the AFA promotes the priority use of domestic traceable
ingredients for school lunch.

The AFA will strengthen the safety of school lunch ingredients, increase students' awareness of environmental
protection, experience local food culture, cultivate local low-carbon eating habits and develop food and agriculture
education and life education.

Help the military purchase certified non-staple food

Under the Five-Point Food Safety Policy, the AFA has assisted the Ministry of National Defense in purchasing
organic or traceable agricultural products. Rewards are also given for the purchase of organic and TAP-certified
ingredients to promote the safety and quality of food in the military.

Introduce soymilk to schools

Starting with children's education on drinking soymilk, during the promaotion, schoolchildren learn the basic idea
of domestic soybeans with easy-to-understand flashcards and by harvesting soybeans and tasting soymilk. The
AFA also provides guidance on the procurement of domestically produced traceable soybeans and improves the
production and marketing system of domestically produced soybeans.
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TAP (Traceable Agricultural Product) certification to ensure
transparent production of agricultural products

AP certification system is designed based on the risk analysis of crop cultivation and bee product production by
Tsetting up important control points for hazard analysis to encourage producers to use materials correctly and
maintain detailed and complete production records.

Consumers can use their cell phones to scan the QR Code on the product packaging to obtain the production
information and production process. Coupled with third-party certification gate-keeping, if violations occur, the
product will be recalled, removed from the shelves and destroyed, while the responsible party will be punished in
accordance with relevant laws and regulations.

Expand the application of TAP certification system for agricultural development
In order to encourage farmers to participate in the traceability system, the AFA reduced the burden on farmers in

terms of product inspection, payments for information specialists and the cost of computers and barcode machines
required for group certification; the AFA also provides training for traceability system counselors, expands the
capacity of counseling on traceability system for agricultural and grain production, optimizes and improves the
traceability information system and provides related education and training and provides incentives to those who

pass TAP certification.
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Establishing a model for trading TAP fruits and vegetables at wholesale
markets

From 2017 to 2021, the AFA has promoted the "joint marketing and distribution project of fruits and
vegetables with TAP mark with dual-layer packaging’, which will be used to supply fruits and vegetables with
traceable records to wholesale markets in major consumption areas with TAP labels shown on both inside
and outside. The AFA has also promoted the priority auction mechanism and trading zones to implement
separate TAP products and increase the trading volume and price at the market end, so as to promote the
development of traceable products.

Keep the traceability system in line with international standards
Taiwan's Bananas TGAP 2020 PLUS and Pineapple, Mango and Dragon Fruit TGAP 2020 PLUS were

approved by the Tokyo Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games in March 2020 and
March 2021 respectively. Bananas produced under Banana TGAP 2020 PLUS have succesfully made its way to
Tokyo Olympics Village.

T eve CmmD s e0)

33



\ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ§ﬁ¢%ﬂ%@ﬁ%

Ongoing Policy Developments and Achievements

WEERSHRAE  ATEERE

M EXE TR BHRERRE
MFHES R RA4AEZSE - BENRE
MELERSSS  IRA R EREA EHIRIE
ZEE  (BEEMSEA  RIREEKE
K& - BERSHERNGHEREIREIME
BEREEAIT 1 8 7 T/ -

ZE @R BEAREE
BREBRNLR - ZRERFE
BREREN  FHET/NER 152 BRE
EFEEBERAAREMEE 232 AL
Lt FEERREFREERSIE - B
ERTE X BUEMESETHESS -

34

(S R e A -E S L

EEWIINETRIS

BB TR ~ SR - BA -~ B~ A
EARHESBERTREEHRRASIR
% WIHEEGEE  BiE  BESER
ETERRS AR TIRBARIEE - e
FANEREEREA RIS REMSET - $0E
BRRSHRRRBENS  SEEE
WEEMESERTSRIERAE - S
BRIRSMETII o

ANEEYEEER0E '.1!1[ - L
B =



e

AARCEACE WA

L% .~ 2 1

a Promote Organic Agriculture for sustainable development of
agriculture

rganic farming is an industry that emphasizes production, living and ecological characteristics, and is the most
Oenvironmentally friendly farming method. It not only produces safe and high-quality agricultural products for
the market, but also reduces the impact of agricultural production on environmental mirror pollution, promotes
biodiversity and ensures sustainable agricultural operation. At present, there are nearly 17,000 hectares of registered
area for organic and eco-friendly farming in Taiwan.

Promote safe and healthy organic food

The awareness of organic consumption takes root in childhood. Schools are encouraged to select organic
products for lunch. Currently, 1.52 million elementary and junior high school students consume more than 232
metric tons of organic ingredients for lunch each week. Organic products can be purchased through organic
product shelves in stores, organic farmers'markets, and organic online stores, etc.
Promote organic food for export T

Taiwan has reached organic equivalence Xﬂ\‘“'a.. !
with New Zealand, Australia, Japan, the
U.S.,, Canada and India and will proceed
to consult with the UK, Paraguay, Peru and
other countries on organic equivalence.
The Agency also assists domestic organic
suppliers in integrating their brands to
position their products for markets in these
organic equivalent countries as an attempt
to publicize the Taiwan Organic brand
internationally. This is expected to gradually
increase the share of Taiwanese organic
products on foreign markets.
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n Bu11d an Agnculture Cold Cham—well preserved, better

freshness

0 build the cold chain logistics for agricultural,
Taquatic and livestock products that can ensure
quality and reduce waste in transit, ensure stable supply
and prices of domestic produce and further the value
and safety of agricultural products for export, a pilot
scheme for “building an agricultural product cold-chain
logistics and quality assurance system” has approved
by the Executive Yuan. This scheme emphasizes
counseling farmers' groups and agricultural enterprises
to purchase cold chain logistics facilities (equipment);
build regional cold chain logistics centers according to
industrial needs; assist fruit and vegetable and flower
wholesale markets to build cold chain trading, graded
packaging, low-temperature storage and cold chain
related storage facilities (equipment).

Step-by-step establishment of cold

chain and the anticipated outcome
Establish a model of continuous chain demonstration

HENREEE
ZHFRANT EE e

for the entire cold chain of agricultural products and
cooperate with the private sector to drive private
investment; enrich the cold chain infrastructure
of agricultural and food products to effectively
reduce overall supply chain losses by 10% and lower
production costs; guide important wholesale markets
to upgrade and extend shelflife by 50%.

Benefits of the new distribution model

for agricultural products
Smart production is complemented by new cold

chain technologies, from production, distribution,
processing to sales, the application of cold chain-
related technologies improves the supply and
marketing environment of agricultural products and
the quality of distribution logistics.
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Promoting Primary Agricultural Products Processing Yards—
speedway to six-grade agriculture
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0 assist small farmers in obtaining legal processing yards licenses and expanding the market access for their
Tproducts, the "Regulations Governing Primary Agricultural Processing Yards" was released on March 26, 2020,
which allows agricultural authorities to manage primary processing yards to link primary production, secondary
processing and tertiary marketing to promote the diversified use of agricultural products and achieve six-grade
agriculture.

Comprehensive counseling measures to accelerate the transformation of small

farmers' processing
Professional processing training courses are organized in connection with the qualification of primary agricultural

processing yards registration to enhance farmers' professional processing skills and knowledge of food safety and
hygiene; professional counseling teams are established to counsel farmers on a site-by-site basis to complete
improvements in site configuration, processing procedures, operating flow and hygiene and safety to comply with
Good Hygiene Practice (GHP) and help them obtain primary agricultural processing yards licenses. In addition, we
strengthen the support for product marketing, assisting the products from primary agricultural processing yards to
hit the store shelves and participate in trade exhibitions to expand their market.
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Diversified marketing of domestic rice—making agricultural
food the pride of Taiwan
e AFA promotes the marketing strategy of domestic rice from the production side, cultural side and
Tgonsumption side and hold various rice food-related marketing activities alongside the festivals and local
characteristics to build a rice and grain flour product industry chain, encourage organic certification and traceability
and enhance the brand value and the consumption of quality rice.

Build a domestic rice production and marketing system to enhance market
competitiveness

The AFA provides guidance to producers on the establishment of rice production clusters, participation in
comprehensive rice insurance for the contracted area and adoption of the TAP system. The Rice Master Champion
Competition is organized to encourage rice farmers to improve cultivation quality, strengthen rice safety and
establish local characteristics. "Fine Dining Rice Award" is held to encourage rice millers to improve rice processing
techniques and the quality of marketed rice. Guidance is provided to professional milling companies to establish
a supply chain of rice flour raw materials, while rice flour raw materials are supplied to processors to facilitate the
production of diversified rice products.

Promote rice education on campus to increase consumption willingness

Promote eating rice at school for elementary school students and hold rice education seminars for high school
and vocational students to integrate rice nutrition and rice culture into the curriculum. To promote the concept
of local production and local consumption by incorporating knowledge of rice nutrition and rice culture into the
curriculum. Organize creative rice competitions for high school and vocational students to cultivate the concept of
using domestic rice. To assist county and municipal governments, farmers' associations and public associations in
organizing rice marketing activities that incorporate local characteristics to pass on rice culture.

Expand sales channels to market rice and crops products.

Assisted in the mass production of the winning products of the rice competition and sold them in convenience
stores and mass merchandising channels. Through the exhibition and sales venues and e-commerce platforms, the
AFA has set up a dedicated sales area for rice and rice products to increase consumer access and customer base. The
bakery industry will be assisted to develop bakery products using domestic rice as the main raw material to meet
the demand for diversified products. The AFA provides guidance to packaged rice and rice products manufacturers
to re-establish their brand identity and launch new packaging products that combine local characteristics and
aesthetics to enhance the competitiveness of domestic products.
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Local production and consumption of agriculture products for
greater market stability
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To help farmers in marketing through various channels, the "Taipei Hope Plaza Farmers Market" and the
"Taipei Expo Farmers Market " are held in the metropolitan area on a regular basis, while "farmers' direct sales

[T

stations", "community shops" and "farmers' markets" are set up in each area according to the scale of the market,
to strengthen the sales of agricultural specialties and revitalize the economic development of rural local industries

through integration with rural communities.

Make an all-out effort to promote agricultural products online and offline
In the name of social responsibility and the public good, enterprises are called upon to support Taiwan's

agricultural products.

The AFA encourages hand-shaken drink shops to develop and sell beverages using domestic fruits as the
main raw material to promote the diversified consumption of domestic fruits by the public and to increase the
consumption and competitiveness of domestic fruits. In addition, depending on the production and marketing
condition of fruits and vegetables, the AFA mobilizes rural farmers' associations to make joint purchases; the AFA also
actively promotes supermarkets, e-commerce and other major channels to strengthen the purchase of domestic
fruits and vegetables, so that all people can support Taiwan's agriculture.
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Raise the visibility of Taiwan in the international arena -
expansion to overseas markets

e AFA's “International Quality Certification Fee Award for Fruits, Vegetables, Flowers, Miscellaneous Grains and
T:pecialty Crop Industries" provides assistance to farmers, agricultural production and marketing group, farmer
groups and agro-industry and business-related corporations and organizations affected by Covid-19 to obtain
international certification and expand to overseas markets.

Introducing upgraded bananas to Tokyo Olympic Village

The Agency has worked with the government agencies in Shizuoka Prefecture, Ibaraki Prefecture and Mie
Prefecture, Japan to introduce Taiwanese bananas to elementary and junior high school lunches in Japan. To comply
with the food supply regulations of the Tokyo Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games,
bananas have been upgraded from TGAP to TGAP PLUS in preparation for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.
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Produce world-renowned Taiwanese specialty coffee
Since 2021, the Agency has worked with the Alliance of Coffee Excellence (ACE) to raise the visibility of Taiwanese

specialty coffee to introduce the international coffee auction system. Through the Cup of Excellence (COE), the
select national specialty coffee team is put on the Private Collection Auction (PCA) for consumers across the globe
to bid online. PCA creates a perfect connection between Taiwanese coffee and international specialty coffee

markets.

Export a variety of domestic fruits and vegetables
To raise the visibility of Taiwanese fruits and vegetables, the AFA introduces the quality and safety management

system for orchards for export, where farmers, agriculture production and marketing groups and farmer groups
are guided to use pesticides safely and sign letters of intent with exporters; in addition to encouraging exporters
to register as the "export crops supply chain,”the AFA also counsels orchards and packing yards on how to manage
health and safety and quality and implements three-tier quality management for export fruits.
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14 The Life Under the COVID-19
Pandemic: A Turn for the Better /

0 avoid cluster infection, the traditional ritual and
Tvvorship activities in temples are suspended, the
wedding receptions are held without any banquets,
and the funerals are held without public memorial
ceremonies during the COVID-19 outbreak. These new
regulations have a serious impact on the domestic
floriculture market. Meanwhile, more and more people
choose to cook at home during the coronavirus
outbreak. Correspondingly, people would attach more
importance to the safety of food ingredients and
the healthfulness of fruits and vegetables. Through
the diversified promotions of floriculture education
and guidance on vegetable box marketing, the AFA
reduced the farmers' losses and helped everyone
thrive through the COVID-19 pandemic hand in hand.

More Flowers, Better Lives

The AFA promoted relief and economic stimulus
measures for the floral industry, including providing
salary subsidies to the employees of the floral industry
and decorating the public places with flowers and
plants to expand the use of domestic flowers and
plants. Secondly, the AFA collaborated with hundreds
of supermarkets, retail outlets and distribution
channels to build a convenient way to people to
purchase flowers. Thirdly, the AFA proactively develops

46

and promotes all sorts of occasions and timing
when flowers can be used, such as worshiping in the
temples or by leisure and tourism industries. Lastly,
the AFA promoted floriculture education in schools
and developed a new habit of using flowers in family
life. These measures and promotions were the ways
through which the AFA had helped the farmers
manage the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak..

New Ways for Pandemic Prevention:
Purchase a Vegetable Box and Cook at
Home

In response to the pandemic control measures,
the sales volume of the original distribution channels
decreased and consumers opted for self-cooking,
the AFA mentored and helped the farmer groups
promote vegetable boxes. The seasonal vegetables
were paired up into various combinations and then
delivered directly to customers. It's not just a good
option for the public to purchase fruits and vegetables
safely and conveniently but guided the transformation
and upgrade of the industry, turning the crisis into an
opportunity.
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Future Prospect

e AFA will continue to incorporate the spirit of environmental sustainability to provide
Tgafe and quality agricultural food products. On the production side, the AFA will
encourage farmers to adopt a farming model that respects the ecology and maintains
sustainable resources, such as providing guidance on rational fertilization, finding the balance
between farmers' rights to fertilizer use and environmental friendliness and expanding the
promotion of TAP and organic certification by setting up large-area zones and promotion
areas. In addition, in order to reduce the carbon footprint and encourage implementing the
model of the Local Production Local Consumption, the AFA promotes the use of domestically
produced food ingredients with the Three Labels and One QR Code in school lunches to lead
domestic agriculture to a more sustainable path.

In the part of expanding foreign markets, the AFA takes measures including counseling
on the installation of agricultural machinery, facilities (equipment) acquisition, improving
operational efficiency, enhancing post-harvest techniques, strengthening the cold chain
system, improving packaging and container loading, the use of technological equipment
to record the temperature monitoring of the storage and transportation process, improving
the arrival quality of exported products and increasing their shelf life, strengthening
the international brand image of Taiwan agricultural products and enhancing their
competitiveness.
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