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The quality and safety production systems for
health-care plants

Long-Zen Chang

Abstract

Quality control directly impacts the safety and efficacy of health care and
medicinal herbal products. Good agricultural practices for health-care and
medicinal plants is only the first step in quality assurance, that is the safety and
efficacy of their high valuable products, and will also play an important role in
the protection of natural resources and the plants for sustainable use. Till now,
the European Union, World Health Organization and a few countries, such as
China and Japan have developed regional and national good agricultural
practices for medicinal plants. The safety and quality of raw health-care and
medicinal plant materials and their high valuable finished products depend on
factors that may be classified as intrinsic (genetic) or extrinsic (environment,
collection methods, cultivation, harvest, post-harvest processing, transport and
storage practices). The points to consider on good agricultural practice for
healthcare and medicinal plants also need the documentation and training. We
should give high priority to the development of applicable GAP guidelines and
production system to promote the healthcare and medicinal plants industry
development in Taiwan.

Key Word: Healthcare Plant, Good Agriculture Practice, Quality, Safety.
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