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The needs of Research, Information Exchange and
Extension For organic Farming"”

Sung - Ching Hsieh®

Abstract

Modern agriculture based on the monoculture of cash crop
varieties that require high inputs, depends on heavy applications ~ of
chemical fertilizers and chemical pesticides for pest control . Because
of its environmental pollution problem, the sustainability of
modern agriculture  has become a subject of great concern to policy
makers, researchers and farmers around the world including Taiwan.

The production of chemical free foods for human consump-
tion thus becomes an important task for farmers. In the course of
shifing from conventional farming to organic farming. Farmers need
correct and useful informations for direct use on the farms.
The flow of informations from researchers to producers is thus very
important.

In this paper, the fields of research work necded for sus-
tainable agriculture or organic farming are proposed. Methods of
technology transfer for organic farming through the extension
service are discussed. It is proposed to form 2 cooperative
endeavor of organizations such —as World Sustainable Agricultural
Association (WSAA) International Natural Ecology Beautification
Foundation, Taiwan Chapter of MOA Association and Chinese Sustain-

able Agricultural Association to accelerate and amplify the edu-.

cation, research, information exchange and marketing of the organic

products.
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