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Fig. 1.The performance of Eustoma cut flower Fig. 2.The pigmentation of Eustoma flora
treated with different preservatives in 7 bud opening. The left one was treated
days after shipping to Japan. Chrysal, and the right flower was treated

the preservative made by TDARES.
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Fig. 3. Eustoma grandiflorum ‘Corezo pink’ cut 16 % -
flowers treated TDARES preservative for  Fig. 4. Eustoma grandiflorum ‘Corezo light
16 days after shipping. pink’ cut flowers treated TDARES

preservative for 16 days after shipping.
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The Postharvest Quality of Eustoma Cut Flowers and the Visit of
Japanese Flower Industry

Yen-Hua Chen and Wan-Yu Tsali
Taichung District Agricultural Research and Extension Station, COA

chenyh@tdais.gov.tw

Abstract

The researchers in Taichung District Agriculture and Research Extension Station did the
postharvest experiment of Eustoma grandiflorum cut flowers shipped to Japan. The Eustoma
cut flowers had some petal damages and mildewed flower after shipped. The percentage of
damaged or mildewed flowerswere 28%, not very low. The possible reasons may be faster
growing rate of Eustoma flowers in November that caused less accumulation of plant nutrients
and higher respiration heat, so the postharvest quality of Eustoma cut flowers after shipped is
not good. The flower bud opening rate was better in the treatment of TDARES preservative,
and the vase life was also longer than Chrysal preservative treatment. The opening flowers are
not only bigger but also well-colored. The popular colors of Eustoma cut flower are pink and
white which are more than 50% in the Japanes flower market. The lowest production yield of
Eustoma cut flower in the Japan was from early January to middle March, so Taiwanese Eu-
stoma cut flowers can be exported to Japan with good price during this period. However, the
freshness is the most important thing for Japanese customers. It takes at least one week for
Eustoma cut flowers exported from Taiwan to Japan. The freshness of Taiwanese cut flowers
has less competitive capability than Japanese cut flowers. On the other hands, the extremely
premium Eustoma cut flowers have strong stem and tough pedicel. And it keeps one flower per
branch, so the flower size is large. This cultivation technique is harder and needs longer culti-
vation time. Taiwanese growers learn the de-budding methods, but they still consider about the

cost of production investment. The Japanese florist shops sale small bouquets, flower box gift



and other designed flower arrangements for special occasion. The decoration in the florist shop

is well-arranged and shopping environment is bright. The atmosphere is good and is attractive
for people to buy some flower home or as gifts.

Key words: Eustoma cut flower, postharvest, Japan
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