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Retrospect and Current Cultural Problems of Loquat
Production in Taiwan

Jia-Hsing Lin and Lin-Ren Chang

Taichung District Agricultural Improvement Station

ABSTRACT

There was few specialized loquat orchards in 1950°s, most of the loquat trees
is intercropped with other fruit trees and lack of proper pruning and management
resulted in low yielding and fruit quality. The total acreage is among 40 to 80 ha in
1961, and reached 1,000 ha in 1972 and 2,574 ha in 1975. The increment of loquat
acreage is due to the following factors: shorten of tree form, general usage of
chemical fertilizer and agricultural chemicals, reduction of mixed culture with
other fruit trees, the unique harvesting period from March to April while there is
no other fruit yet in the market. As the successful development of regulation
technique for production season in many fruit trees, loquat production faced many
competition, not only on high labor requirement as well as marketing priority. The
acreage of loquat production is decreased to 1,378 ha in 1988. Thus, the
production and marketing structure should be adjusted in the future, as well as
establish the related cultural technique, enhance fruit quality, introduce new
variety with disease resistance to meet the demand of high-quality and
diversification of market trends. This paper discussed the retrospect and current
cultural problems of loquat production in Taiwan.



