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Effect of Field Management Operation on Yield and
Quality of Loquat

Jia-Hsing Lin and Lin-Ren Chang

Taichung District Agricultural Improvement Station

ABSTRACT

The production of loquat is not stable, low yield and low quality at the
beginning of developmental stage due to the following factors: lack of proper
cultural practices, lack of research data, not understanding the growth habit of
loquat tree. As the high quality of fruit is urgently demand in local market, the
improvement of cultural technique for loquat is needed.

The condition of high quality of loquat fruit is appearance, fruit hardness,
sugar content and flavor. The first grade of loquat fruit should possess the
following characteristic: sugar content is above 11.5° Brix, hardness is below 280
g/cm?; for 2nd grade and 3rd grade, the sugar content is 10.5° and 9.0° Brix, the
hardness is among 300-400 g/c m” and above 400 g/c m?, respectively. The factors
that affect the fruit quality of loquat is quite complicated, but improvement of field
management operation in the orchard is very important. This management
operations include: pruning technique, proper fertilization, growth diagnosis,
improvement of soil property, proper flower thinning, fruit thining and bagging
during fruit growth stage.



