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Development of Taiwan Pitaya Fruit Industry

Chien-Mei Yu
Specialist of Fruit Industry Section in Crop Production Division, Agriculture and Food Agency

maine@mail.afa.gov.tw

Abstract

Pitaya fruit is burgeoning in recent years due to high growth rate, extensive adaptability
to growing conditions. Along with the gradual increase of quality led by improvement of
techniques, pitaya fruit has thus become a steady source of income, which brought about its
wide popularity among producers.

In 2014, the cultivated area of pitaya fruit in Taiwan is 1,676 hectares, which may reach
2,032 hectares in 2015 based on a preliminary survey. The total annual production is about
38,965 tons valuing NT$2,713 million, among which roughly 170 tons worth NT$14.9 million
were exported. The primary export destination is China, which accounted for 92 percent of our
pitaya fruit export.

Taiwan pitaya fruit industry is facing several challenges including the over expanding
of cultivated area and productivity, the Vietnamese pitaya fruit finally meeting the quarantine
requirement and thus reentering the market with low-priced fruit, on top of that, China has also
boosted their pitaya fruit plantation, which may further diminish their demand for Taiwanese
fruit. Another huge impact would come from the tariff reduction once we participate in the TPP.
To confront these issues, the industry should stay on track of enhancing the production quality
and safety alongside balancing the output capacity against the market demand. These goals
would be achieved by promoting the high-quality production clusters, providing farmers with
the fine varieties, introducing technical service groups to elevate growing techniques and to
ensure higher and steady yields of premium quality crops, and implementing various measures
from QR-code implementation, GAP (Good Agriculture Practice) labeling, organic farming,
and traceability systems, which would raise the food safety standard by holding producers
accountable for their products and also significantly differentiate local produce from imported
one. Concerning the export, promoting the contractual relationships between merchants and
farmers as well as building the registration system and improving the equipment in the supply

chain would collectively enhance our competitiveness in the international market.

Key words: pitaya, pitaya industry



