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Current Situation of Japanese Consumer Market and
Vietnamese Production on Pitaya

Meng-Sung Chen, Chien-Chih Kuo and Jung-Hua Hsu
Taichung District Agricultural Research and Extension Station, COA
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Abstract

Pitaya industry developed rapidly in recent years and became an important fruit in Taiwan.
With its cultivated area increasing, the production and marketing should be well planned.
Japan is the indicator market for fruit exporting. Thus, the present study was conducted on the
investigation of Japanese consumer market and the reason why Taiwan’s exported quantum
were declined. In Fukuoka Kyushu, pitaya was only sold in few lager markets but common
in Tokyo. Local produced pitaya with red flesh were mainly sold in luxury fruit shops while
white flesh type imported from Vietnam were sold in normal supermarkets. Many fruit showed
yellowing scale due to the long shelf time. The productive cost of white flesh pitaya in Taiwan
is higher than Vietnam, thus it lacked of international market competitiveness. However,
Taiwan had better quality in red flesh type and still kept exporting potential. Vietnam is the
key competitor of Taiwan for pitaya exporting with 36,000 ha productive area, 80% of yield
was sold to over 40 countries and 20% remain for domestic market. China is its biggest
consumer market. The main production areas were located in Binh Thuan, Long An and Tien
Giang. White flesh type was the major variety and red flesh type only taked14%. Over 8,000
ha of orchards had been certificated with Global GAP or Viet GAP that facilitate Vietnam
export pitaya to European and American market. The stem canker, anthracnose, ants and fruit
flies were serious disease and pest in pitaya orchards of Vietnam also sunburn problem. In
conclusion, pitaya industry in Vietnam targeted to export specifically and had well-established

postharvest and transportation system. It was worthy for Taiwan’s pitaya industry to learn.
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