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Modelling Cultivation of Pear in Taiwan
Cheng-Chu Nee and Zhe-Wei Li

Department of Horticulture, National Chung-Hsing University

Abstract

A newly developed horticultural practice, we have coined the
“Nursemaid” Forcing Culture (NFC), allows the grafting of imported flower
buds of Japanese pears, or pear buds grown at high altitudes in Taiwan, onto
the stocks of a local ‘Hengshang’ pear cultivar. Fruit is harvested much
earlier than noted in traditional cultures. Asian pears are the only clones
successfully commercialized in a NFC situation. This NFC has opened new
possibilities for pear cultivation in subtropical and tropical areas. Species
with low to medium chilling requirements (LCR-MCR), i.e. P. calleryana, P.
koehnei and P. pashia have vegetative sinks and growth characteristics,
allowing substitution of a vegetative sink for a reproductive sink (flower bud),
derived from pears trees grown in temperate zones.
Key Word : nursemaid forcing culture, pear, chilling requirement, off-season

crop, dormancy



