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REPRODUCTION PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTION LIFE OF DHI COWS
OF TAIWAN

J. Y. Chen

Hsin-Chu Branch, Livestock Research Institute, Council of Agriculture

For enriching the data collection of DHI data system, a new developed subsystem was to record
movements and other transactions of DHI cows on the database. A new developed questionnaire was
including diseases and cull reasons. Difference was checked between field animal number and
submitted culling tables. From collected culling data and related data files, showing the unknown
reason for culling ratio fell to 4.5% in 2013 from 60% in 2009. The collecting of health records can
improve the accuracy of the dairy cattle information. There was 8,172 cows culled between 2011 to
2013. The average culling age was 65.0 = 0.3 months (MeantSE), production life was 37.4 + 0.3
months ,and average parity was 3.19 + 0.02. The culling age of Taiwan Holstein cow was 5.4 years
old, production life was 3.1 years and first calving age 276 months(2.3 years old). The estimated
calving interval was about 15 to 16 months, which was higher than the 14 months of the suggested
subtropical average. The days open was more than 150 days and which was 30 days higher than the
suggested 90 to 120 days open, if 280 pregnant days was subtracted. Due to progress in breeding and
feeding techniques, fist calving days is decreasing in the dairy advanced countries. Culling police was
focusing on reproduction performance. From this study, There is still space for improvement of
reproduction traits of Taiwan dairy industry.
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