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Watermelon Health Management

Shen, Bor Kwei, Deng, Ting Chin, Yu, Jih Zu
Agricultural Research Institute, Council of Agriculture

Abstract

Watermelon is a good fruity vegetable for fresh or cooking. It will relieve
summer heat and help urinating other than its delicious taste. There is about
20,000 hectares of production in Taiwan. It will produce 4.7 billion NT dollars
every year and is one of the most important crops island-wide. There are many
F1 hybrids with the character of high yield, good quality, storage tolerance and
disease resistance. Generally, they can be divided to big red, small red, small
yellow, orange and seedless according to the size of fruit and its flesh.
Watermelon can be grown all year around but need to be cautious during winter
and early spring to avoid cold damage and to protect them from damages caused by
monsoon and typhoon. To conduct health management for cultivation, seeds
should be sterilized first and incubated for sprouting at fluctuating temperatures
between 20-30 degree Celsius. While germinating, seeds should avoid to expose
lighting. For field production, it is recommended that 180-240 kg of nitrogen,
120-240 kg of phosphate and 200-240 kg of potassium chloride are applied per
hectare. Of course, this can be varied due to soil fertility and other conditions
available. This crop needs a lot of water to grow, especially at the beginning of
setting fruit. The size of fruit can be small if irrigation is not appropriate. Pests
such as aphid, fruit fly, thrip etc and diseases such as virus, Fusarium wilt,
anthracnose, blight etc. which will damage crops if they occur during its growing

season. Control measures will be discussed in this article.

Key words: Watermelon, cultivar, health management
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