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ABSTRACT

Lu, K. H.**, and Hsiu, P. H.2  2003. Distribution of the invasive Polynesian rat,
Rattus exulans (Peale), in Taiwan. Plant Prot. Bull. 45: 163 - 167. (‘Department of
Applied Toxicology, Taiwan Agricultural Chemicals and Toxic Substances Research
Ingtitute, Wufeng, Taichung, Taiwan 413, ROC, “Crop Environment Division, Hualien
District Agricultural Improvement Station, Chian, Hualien, Taiwan 973, ROC)

The Polynesian rat (Rattus exulans(Peale)), a widely distributed rat in Southeast
Asia and Pacific Islands was found in Taiwan in 1999, and was thought to be a new
invader of unknown origin. From preliminary survey data, it seems to be distributed
in Chian Village, Hualien on the northern bank of the Mugua Stream. A survey was
made from January to November 2003 to study the distribution and status of R.
exulans in that area and further to propose an eradication strategy. The survey data
indicate that R. exulans is distributed in the area bordered by Highway 9 on the west,
Jian Stream on the north, and Mugua Stream on the south. No R. exulans was
captured in the field on the west side of Highway 9 during this survey.

(Key words: Polynesian rat, Rattus exulans, distribution)
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