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Research on the diversity and application of medicinal
plants in Taiwan

Tung-Wu Chang

Hualien District Agricultural Research and Extension Station,
Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan.

Abstract

There were abundant plant resources in Taiwan, and over 2000 species could
be used for medicine or for healthy purpose. Medicinal plants possessed the
leisure, economical, educational, and medicinal functions. Some species of
medicinal plants has gradually eroded owing to biological destruction and ultra
utilization by people. In order to enhance the genetic diversity of medicinal plants,
collection, conservation and evaluation to plants germplasm would be an urgent
work. The traditional application and bottleneck of development in medicinal
industry must be solved in Taiwan. A modern scientific research team will
investigate the problems. The results could be used to expand the international
market, and to bring the opportunity of agriculture in Taiwan.

Key words: medicinal plant, diversity, yam
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